© 2007 Look and Learn Magazine Ltd / www.lookandlearn.com. All rights reserved. 


The Children's Xc-d'Spaper, Week Ending November 21, igjj 



HALL OF BIRDS—See page 5 



No. 1809, November 21, 1953 


ACROSS ICELAND 
ON 'PONIES 


Great sights of a little-kno^vii 
land of the north 


Iceland is not generally regarded as a holiday resort, 
though snow-covered volcanoes and deep fjords, glaciers 
and hot springs, are impressive features of the wild and 
rugged scenery. 

In order to demonstrate its attractions for tourists, the 
Icelandic Government invited a few British people to make 
a trek with some of the sturdy ponies of the island, and a 
member of the party has written this account of their 
experiences specially for the CN. 


WJc landed at Reykjavik, the 
capital, after a 1200-mile 
flight from London, and next 
morning set off in an odd-looking 
bus at top speed over rough roads 
to Gullfoss, the Golden Waterfall. 

It was here that we were given 
our ponies—lovely little animals 
with flowing manes and tails. We 
were all glad to leave the bus, 
finding the ponies a good deal 
more comfortable, though I must 
admit that after the first day on 
pony-back there was a certain 
reluctance to sit down! 

It did not take us long tO' 
become saddle-hardened, how'ever, 
and soon we were galloping about 
with our Icelandic guides, helping 
to round up the spare riding and 
pack ponies which accompanied us, 
rather like cowboys in a film. 

Among the many interesting 



places we visited was Geyser. 
Here bubbles one of the largest 
hot-springs in Europe, a. spring 
that has given its name to similar 
phenomena all over the world. 

Every so often it throws a foun¬ 
tain of boiling sulphur water 
180 feet into the air, and our 
guides were determined that we 
should witness this perfo'fmance. 

The Griat Geyser, however, 
failed to act on its own initiative, 
so an Icelander threw quantities 
of soft soap into its steaming 
mouth. 

T0>'S OF HOT WATER 

We watched this with some 
amusement, which changed to 
alarm as three subterranean thuds 
shook the ground upon which 
we stood, and an angry roar 
announced the fact that the Great 
Geyser was about to regurgitate 
the soap, along with several tons 
of very hot water! We fled at top 
speed. 

Iceland, as if to emphasise the 
unsuitability of its name, is one 
of the most, volcanic countries in 
the world, possessing innumerable 
hot springs and geysers. It has a 
number of active volcanoes, and 
one of these, Hekla, erupted as 
recently as 1947. There is still a 
plume of white smoke to be seen 
drifting lazily from its summit. 

Later in our journey we visited 
a whaling station on the west 
coast, and were fortunate in find¬ 
ing a'whale on the stocks. 

As the flesh is sectioned off it is 
tipped immediately into huge vats 
below the cutting platform, where 
it is rendered down into oil. We 
were warned to take great care in 
walking over the platform as the 



The top picture 
shows the Great 
Geyser spouting 
boiling water ISO 
feet into the air. 
There are hun¬ 
dreds of hot 
springs in Iceland, 
On the left we see 
a party trekking 
with ponies in the 
Western Moun¬ 
tains 



blubber had turned it into a verit¬ 
able ice-rink. 

A previous visitor had lost his 
footing—and very nearly his life. 
He disappeared down one of the 
open hatches and was rescued 
from the vat below just in time to 
prevent his being literally boiled in 
oil! 

After many adventures, includ¬ 
ing the crossing of a very deep 
river in which one of our Icelandic 
guides nearly drowned, we arrived 
back in • Reykjavik, where the 
whole of the local riding club 
turned out to see us off. 

We all rode to the airport on 
ponies, and clattered with ducked 
heads under the huge tail of the 
Skymaster aircraft. 

Soon afterwards we were wing¬ 
ing our way home. It had been a 
most unusual, interesting, and 
rewarding visit to a country 
which deserves to be better known. 


Well over! 

One of the pupils of St. 
Jude’s School at Englefield 
Green in Surrey, 13-year-old 
Jack Applcyard, clears the 
vaulting-horse in fine style 
during a course of training 
for a gymnastic display. 

HOUSE BUttT ROUND 
A TREE 

A new house built by a German 
on a hill at Lohr has a tree grow¬ 
ing right through the building and 
coming out at the roof. 

When the owner surveyed the 
intended site he found growing 
there a great Douglas fir tree which 
had been planted by his father 
over 50 years before. Not want¬ 
ing to fell the tree, he built the 
house round it. 


HIGH TEA 

The tallest crane in the country 
is now working on a site at Head- 
row, Leeds. 

Every morning at 7.45, the 
operator climbs up to his cab, 
150 feet up, and there he remains 
until the end of the day's 
work. 

Three times a day a billy-can of 
tea is fixed on the end of a rope 
attached to the jib and hauled up 
to him. 
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bEYLON IS TACKLING 
BIG PROBLEMS 

CN Diplomatic Correspondent 

'The young Dominion of Ceylon has been weathering a sea 
of troubles in the past few months. Not the least of her 
misfortunes was the resignation last month (through ill-health) 
of Mr. Dudley Senanayake, popular, idealistic, and youthful 
Prime Minister. 

But he was succeeded by Sir John Kotalawala, an 
experienced and able statesman, and under his energetic 
leadership, big efforts to bring prosperity to the island are now 
being made. 


In his first statement on major 
lolicy. Sir John Kotalawala 
stressed Ceylon’s pride in member¬ 
ship of the British Commonwealth. 

“We are members of a club 
which believes in mutual assist- 
.nnee like the Colombo Plan,” he 
said, referring to the organisation 
for helping undeveloped countries 
in need. 

This pride is reflected in the 
plans being made for the forth¬ 
coming visit of the Queen to 
Ceylon during her Commonwealth 
tour. This is eagerly awaited by 
all the people there, and it is 
pointed out that it will be the 
first time since the Kandyan 
dynasty was deposed in 1815 that 
the reigning sovereign has been to 
Ceylon, 

Mcanw'hile, the urgent problem 
of overcoming economic difficulties 
is being vigorously tackled. 

CO-OPERATION 

The visit to London of Ceylon's 
Finance ' Minister, Sir Oliver 
Gooretilleke, for discussions with 
the Treasury on financial affairs 
shows the close co-operation 
bctw'cen the Ceylonese Govern¬ 
ment and the United Kingdom. 

Negotiations have already taken 
place for a loan from the World 
Bank, of which Ceylon is a 
member, to help finance a 
£5,000,000 hydro-electric scheme, a 
project already being developed. 

It should not be thought, how¬ 
ever, that Ceylon is merely relying 
on loans and grants from sister 
countries of the Commonwealth. 
She is using her own resources to 
the fullest extent to expand her 
agriculture and industry, and is 
wisely calling on expert advice 
from abroad. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Major projects in her advance 
include large irrigation works to 
bring hundreds of thousands of 
acres of jungle-land under cultiva¬ 
tion, a £6,000,000 port develop¬ 
ment scheme, an airport, and bold 
plans for housing, transport, and 
schools. 

The shortage of schools and 
teachers is by no means the least 
of the difficulties. 

Compared with many eastern 
countries, Ceylon has a remark¬ 
ably high proportion of people 
who can read and write, and, 
moreover, take a shrewd interest 
in national affairs. 

But education of the younger 
generation is becoming a bigger 
problem in Ceylon every year. 

Happily, there is ample evidence 
that Sir John Kotalawala and his 
ministers are facing, their great 
tasks with resolution. Under their 
guidance Ceylon marches on! 


SANTA CLAUS COMES 
BY BOAT 

In the Dutch legend of Santa 
Claus he usually arrives in a mys¬ 
terious “steamboat from Spain.” 
And this year “Sint Nicolaas” 
really will be going to Holland in 
a ship—but from America instead 
of Spain. 

He is to leave New York, on 
November 23 among a number of 
Dutch settlers in Canada who are 
returning for a Yuletide visit to 
their homeland. 

These emigrants felt the need 
for a national day of celebration to 
strengthen their ties with Holland, 
and their choice was St. Nicholas 
Eve (December 5) a festival day in 
the Netherlands. 

The Holland-Anierica line co¬ 
operated by arranging this trip in 
one of their ships, the Maasdam, 
and the most important passenger 
will be “Sint Nicolaas.” All good 
children on board may expect gifts 
from him. 

The Maasdam is due at Rotter¬ 
dam on December 3. 


STATUE BENEATH THE SEA 
The little fishing community of 
San Fruttuoso in Italy'is to erect 
a statue of Christ—in the Medi¬ 
terranean ! 

A bronze, it will be eight feet 
high, resting in 45 feet of, clear 
water. 


MADE TO MEASURE 

A new fire engine was bought 
for Cowbridge, Glamorganshire, 
but when it arrived it would not 
go through the doors of the fire 
station. So now Cowbridge is to 
have a new station at a cost of 
£27,000. 


FOR A FRIEND 

An ideal Christmas present for 
a friend across the seas— 
one that lasts for a whole year 
—can be had for 17s. 4d. For 
this sum Children’s Newspaper 
will be sent every week for a 
year, to any address overseas. 

For 19s. 6d. it will be sent 
every week to any address in the 
United Kingdom. 

Please send your remittance, 
together with full .name 
and address (iri block capitals) 
of the friend to whom the C N 
is to be sent, to Subscription 
Department, Children’s News¬ 
paper, The Fleetway House, Far- 
ringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
and we will do the rest. 

If desired, a special greetings 
card bearing your own name 
and address will be sent with 
the first copy. 
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Neivs from Everywhere 


By the C N Press Gallery 
Correspondent 

J'oR the first time Sir Winston 
Churchill failed, as Prime 
Minister, to attend the Stata open¬ 
ing of Parliament. The Premier 
is usually the first member of the 
Sovereign’s “loyal Commons” to 
walk to the Lords in procession 
behind the Speaker and Black 
Rod. 

Instead he stayed at No. 10 
Downing Street preparing the 
speech he was to make the 
same day on the Address—the 
traditional vote of thanks to the 
monarch for the Speech from the 
Throne. And what a speech! 

This column may perhaps be 
forgiven its , Churchillian ardour, 
for there is none like our veteran 
Prime Minister, and his speech on 
this occasion must rank among his 
wittiest and greatest. 

we know, Sir Winston has 
never been at ease with figures. 
At the same time he has always 
taken a keen interest in scientific 
mattci-s, in which until recently he 
was advised by Lord Cherwell, the 
physicist—^The Prof, as Ministers 
call him. 

The influence of The Prof, who 
has now retired from the Cabinet 
to return to his lecturing at Oxford ■ 
University, is to be found in this 
passage from the Premier's 
speech; 

“When I was a schoolboy,’' said 
Sir Winston, “I was not good at 
arithmetic, but I have since heard 
it said that certain mathematical 
quantities when they pass through 
infinity change their signs from 
plus to minus—or the other way 
round. (Laughter.) I will not 
venture to plunge too much into 
the detail of what are called the 
asymptotes of hyperbolae.” 

In this light-hearted way the 
Premier introduced the sombre 
subject of those “fearful scientific 
discoveries ’’ which, like the atomic 
and hydrogen bombs, grow out of 
figures on a sheet of paper. 

And none who heard him make 
this inspiring declaration are ever 
likely to forget it. 

“We, and all nations, stand at 
this hour in human history before 
the portals of supreme catastrophe 
and of measureless reward. My 
faith is that, in God’s mercy', we 
shall choose aright.” 

Qn the question of a general elec¬ 
tion, he made much play with 
the Quinquennial Act, which fixes 
the legal life of Parliament at five 
years (it used to be seven). 

"It seems to me that this quin¬ 
quennial strikes a happy medium 
; between Parliaments which last too 
j little and Parliaments which last 
j too long,” he said. ' 
j As for party strife—“Having 
rows for the sake of having rows 
between politicians might be good 
from time to time, but it is not a 
good habit of political life. It does 
not follow that we should get 
farther apart by staying longer 
together.” 


FOR THE QTEExN 

The badge of the Gold Wolf has 
been awarded to the Queen, patron 
of the Boy Scouts Association. It 
was last presented in 1917—to the 
Duke of Connaught. 

New flats erected by Sunbury 
Council, Middlesex, will have 
built-in television aerials. 

Kodwo Mercer, the new Gold 
Coast Commissioner, will be the 
first African to represent a 
British Colony in London. 

Australia plans to establish the 
first post office in the Antarctic 
Circle early next year. 

RAF meiuoTial 



This large, gilt-broiize eagle has 
been sent to Malta, where it will 
lie inoiintcd on a 10-foot coliiniu 
as a memorial to the Royal -\ir 
Force. Sculptured by-Mr. Charles 
M hcolcr, RA, the eagle weighs 
half a ton. 

The Royal Australian Air Force 
has been called to help combat a 
grasshopper plague in eastern 
Australia. 

A colour television programme 
was transmitted from New York to 
Hollywood by a 4000-mile cable. 


Schoolchildren of New South 
Wales have raised over £9000 for 
the United Nations appeal for 
hungry and homeless children 
throughout the world. 

The Mayor of Ehuns, France, 
has died after 75 years in office. 

Asia, with half the world's popu¬ 
lation and great natural resources, 
produces only three per cent of 
the world's iron and steel. 

WELL.SPOKE.\ 

Girls won four of the six prizes 
awarded at a public-speaking con¬ 
test for young people at Windsor. 

One in every six of the 225,000 
workers in Britain's aircraft 
industry is a woman. 

The children's librarian at High- 
gate and a New York librarian 
hav'e agreed to c.xchange places for- 
a year. 

It took three hours to rescue a 
horse named Extra Dry from the 
River Severn at Stourport. 

DOCTORS OF MUSIC? 

Doctors and dentists in London 
plan to form an orchestra. 

A fund to award annual scholar¬ 
ships to British singers is to be 
raised as a memorial to Kathleen 
Fcrrier. the famous contralto who 
died last month. 

A pig-farmer in New South 
Wales has installed hot and cold 
showers in his sties. 

AERIAL PROSPECTING 

A method of prospecting for oil. 
minerals, and water from the air 
by mapping the earth’s magnetic 
field with a magnetometer has 
been demonstrated at Bovingdon, 
Hertfordshire. 

New technology and commerce 
colleges being built in Sheffield at 
a cost of £1,500,000 will accom¬ 
modate- over - 3000 students and 
200 staff. 

Tarr Steps, the ancient causeway 
at the River Baric near Dulv'crton, 
on the Devon-Somerse't border, 
has been restored. 

Dr. Albert Schweitzer intends to 
use his £12,000 Nobel Prize money 
to build a new leper village near 
his hospital at Lambarcne, French 
Equatorial Africa. 



Watcii you% been 


Unbelievable but true . . . slim, 
5 -jcwel girls’ watches from 60/- 
and tough, good-looking men’s 
watches, like the one below, for 


British made by Newmark, so 
naturally they’re reliable and 
fully-guaranteed. Make your 
wishes a reality by 


as little as 36/9! They’re saving no:?/ 



36^9 to 80^- 
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DE HOOP WILL 
SAIL AGAIN 

For many years the Dutch 
Association for the Benefit of 
Seafarers of Every Nation has 
maintained a hospital-church ship, 
the Dc Hoop, which followed the 
fishing fleet right to the Icelandic 
seas and beyond, giving material 
and spiritual comfort to the crews. 

Now the seagoing days of this 
unique old vessel are nearly over, 
and it has been decided to build a 
new ship without delay. 

The new hospital-church ship, 
which will bear the same name as 
her predecessor, will have a chapel 
to seat 50 men, and a sick bay with 
ten beds. 


JOURNEY’S END 

Back ho.Tie in England is 93- 
year-old Sergeant William Cotton.. 

For 60 years he has lived in 
South Africa, but in 1914 he 
came back to serve in France and 
Gallipoli; and in 1939, when he 
was 79, he came back again. 

The War Office regretfully de-' 
dined his services, but on the 
journey to South Africa his ship 
was torpedoed.' After helping 
women and children to the boats 
he had to swim around for 
two hours before being picked up. 

Now he has come, back once 
more—to spend his remaining days 
as a Chelsea Pensioner. 


TURNAROUND RECORD 

The 81,000-ton liner Queen 
Mary made her record turn-round 
at Southampton recently, 'sailing 
again for New York only 243- 
hours after her arrival. 

During that time she had landed 
656 passengers, erhbarked 1000 
more, taken on board supplies of 
food and drink, and 1,500,000 
gallons of water, in addition to 
great quantities of fuel. 


Wliero’s She treasure? 

Luckily wc don’t have lo go out and 
search for our treasure. In fact we're 
enormously grateful to all of you who 
save up and help us at the n.s.p.c.c. to 
help the children who aren’t properly 
cared it>r. Are you a member of the 
League of Pity (the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Branch of the n.s.p.c.c.) ? - It really is 
worth joining—every penny you save 
is helping another boy or girl. 

LOW TO JOIN; Save up 2/6 and send it with 
the form below, which you .should cut out 
and flit in. The League then sends you your 
Blue Bird Membership Badge and, on loan, 
a Blue Egg in which to put your League 
Savings. 


SEND THIS COUPON NOV/ 

To the LEAGUE OF PITY, VICTORY HOUSE, LEICESTER 

SQUARE, wua. P/ease (tiro/ f//$ as a Mev/her. 1 ciu/os’ 
P.O.fc/r 


NAME.. 


ADDRESS. 


INQUEST AT SCHOOL 

A number of York schoolboys 
attended an inquest which was 
held in their school library the 
other day. 

They were scholars of the 
famous Boothain School, and they 
watched the York Coroner conduct 
his inquiry into a hoard, of over 
900 silver coins found in the school 
grounds during building opera¬ 
tions. Mostly minted in the reign 
of Edward I, the coins were worth 
at least £200. ' 

The workman who drove his 
pick into the buried container was 
declared the finder by the 
Coroner's Jury, and he benefits to 
the extent of the value. 

BOTTLED "patience 

One hobby that certainly calls 
for the utmost patience is that of 
building models in bottles. 
Usually the models are ships, but 
Mr, M. L. Farquhar of Glendora 
in California has painstakingly 
constructed many . hundreds of 
chairs inside bottles. 

Another ingenious American 
bottler is Mr. Kenneth Biggs of 
Minneapolis. He. spent 10,000 
hours building a working, model 
of a fair inside a 5-gall, bottle. 


Children's News^nber, November 2!, {^53 

HAPPY YOUNG 
ARTISTS 

The idea of an art group for 
boys and girls has caught on like 
wildfire at Addiscombe in Surrey, 
It was founded a year ago by 
Mrs. Margaret Male, a local artist, 
after her son had brought home a 
friend who said he would like to 
learn to draw. 

Mrs. Male gave him a lesson 
and then told him to come again, 
bringing any others who v/cre 
inteiested. Sixteen young people 
turned up, and the Addiscombe 
Children's Art Group was born. 

Now there are more than 
50 members, paying only for the 
m.aterials they use. Already the 
Group has had two exhibitions, 
and soon they are to have a sale 
of work (to be opened by the 
Mayoress of Croydon) for the 
the benefit of a children's home. 


CAPTAIN OF THE 
ROYAL PLANE 

The B.O.A.C. Stratocruiser in 
which the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will leave London 
Airport on Monday at the start 
of their Commonwealth tour will 

be commanded . 

by Captain 
Anthony C. 

L o r a i n c. It 
will be his 
165th Atlantic 
crossing. 

He began fly¬ 
ing in 1923, and 
has covered 
something like three million miles 
in his 14,300 hours in the air. 
Captain Lorai-ne, who comes from 
Brighton, was three times co-pilot 
of the flying-boats which took 
Sir Winston Churchill to the 
United States during the war years. 


CHILDREN’S CAROL 
FESTIVAL 

A record total of 16,000 pupils 
and teachers will take part in the 
Christmas Carol Festival of the 
London Schools. The concerts will 
be held in the Central Hall at 
Westminster on December 3, 4, 7, 
and 9, and in the Royal Festival 
Hall on December 8 and 10. 

The pupils, 20 from primary 
schools and 40 from secondary 
and all-age schools, will not meet 
as one great choir until the day 
of their concert, so they will 
relicarsc in their own schools.- 


HIGHWAY ACROSS 
CANADA 

After four years’ work about a 
quarter of the 5000-mile trans- 
Canada highway linking St. John's, 
Newfoundland, and Vancouver, 
British Columbia, has been com¬ 
pleted. 

All bends and other obstacles 
have been reduced to a minimum. 
The road, which has a bituminous 
surface will be between 20 feet to 
24 feet throughout its length. 

Half the cost of the project is 
being met by the Canadian 
Government, and the balance by 
the Provinces through which the 
road passes. 


TWO JOLLY PRESENTS 

“I wish I were a boy;- they 
have more fun than girls.” That 
was a frequent complaint when 
Granny was a youngster. 

But dines have changed, and 
girls now come in for their full 
share of fun and adventure. This 
is amply reflected in the 1954 
School Friend Annual (6s. 6d.). 
Copiously illustrated and packed 
with exciting stories, it is a fine 
present for a girl. 

Of a different order is the 1954 
Super Cinema Annual (7s.). Here, 
in a profusion of photogravure 
pictures and well-told yarns, ij an 
impressive array of film favourites 
at their thrilling work. It is a 
pre.scnt sure to please filnigoers. 

DOWN 3IEXICO WAY 

Plans are being made to estab¬ 
lish a national park on both sides 
of the United States-,\fexico 
border. It will be known as the 
Big Band International Park. 

The aim is to preserve a large 
area on both sides of the Rio 
Grande and to allow visitors to 
enter it from both sides without 
the usual customs formalities. 

LUXURY TANKER 

The 32,000-ton tanker Octavia, 
launched on the Tyn’e not long 
ago, is Norway's biggest merchant 
vessel. 

A swimming pool, a library, a 
cinema, and a dental clinic with 
laboratory and X-ray apparatus 
make this oil tanker one of the 
most luxurious of her type. 


LIGHTING-UP TEVIE 

The whole face of a new type 
of electric clock is illuminated, yet 
no light bulbs are used. 

The. “glass” front consists of a 
sheet of plain glass, a layer of a 
special phosphorus, and a covering 
of metal so- thin that it is quite 
transparent. This “sandwich” 
glows with light when connected 
to the electricity supply. 


REPAIRING OUR LINERS 

No fewer than 11 of the 16 great 
liners which earn dollars for 
Britain on the Atlantic run arc to 
be overhauled on Merseyside this 
winter. 

Continuous work for the 16,000 
ship repair workers in tiie area is 
thus ensured. 


Zoo pony as a model 

Fay, a Shetland pony at the Children’s Corner in London Zoo, 
poses patiently for three students from Hornsey School of Arts. 


Caslle of cake 

This great five-foot-long cake in the form of Windsor Castle 
was made for a banquet held in London Ly the Royal Society 
of St. George. It took a mouth to make. 


MEDIEVAL WRECK 
FOUND 

Historians in Africa are excited 
by fishermen’s discovery of a 
sunken wreck on the Tanganyika 
coast. It is believed to be one of 
the ships that sailed to India in 
1498 under the command of the 
Portuguese navigator Vasco da 
Gama. 

The wreck lies near Tongoni, a 
ruined port between Mombasa and 
Dar-es-Sa)aam. 

Tongoni was a flourishing place 
when the great Portuguese navi¬ 
gator arrived there on his return 
voyage from India in 1499. His 
intrepid company were mucli 
reduced by sickness, and he 
decided to abandon the San Rafael 
and to transfer its crew to another 
ship. 

Investigations are to be made by 
the District Commissioner of 
Tanga as soon as weather con¬ 
ditions are favourable. It lies on 
a part of the coast where currents 
are exceptionally strong. 


PLANTS FOR ICEW 

James Hemsiey of Chiswick 
and Robert Drummond of Rich¬ 
mond have recently returned to 
England after an African tour of 
7000 miles. They collected nearly 
4000 flowers and plants, v/hich are 
to be identified and recorded at 
Kew Gardens. 

This was the first time for 60 
years that a botanical survey of 
East Africa has been made. 


OLD FRIENDS 

T^caders who enjoyed Tuesday 
Adventure, by John puJney 
(Evans Brothers, 8s. 6d.) which 
appeared in the C N will, be glad 
to see it in book form. Uncle 
George, “ Fred and I,” Flans, 
and Greta arc the sort of old 
friends who should be inlroduced 
to all our young friends. 


MINIATURE MOTOR 
What is claimed to be the 
smallest electric motor in the 
world has been shown at an 
e.xhibition in Manchester. Twenty 
of them would go into a thimble. 
The designer is a Birmingham 
engineer. 
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IN THE AIR—By the C N Flying Correspondent 


PROTOTYPE TO PRODUCTION 
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OX THE AIR—By Eruest Tliomson 

FREE-AND-EASY TALKS 
WITH LESLIE BALLY 


JJow long does it take to get a 
modern warplane off the 
drawing board and into pro¬ 
duction? The Secretary of State 
for Air, Lord de LTsIe and 
Dudley, threw some light on this 
question in a recent debate in the 
House of Lords. He pointed out 
that, in the prototype stage, a 
plane is merely a “flying shell” to 
test the airworthiness of the 
particular design. A long period 
of testing and development is 
necessary to see whether the plane 
with all its operational equipment 
will be satisfactory as a fighting 
weapon. 

The time between the date of 
the development contract and the 
first delivery to the RAF of the 
Canberra was five years and five 
months. Planes like the Valiant 
will take a year longer. 

During the same debate. Lord 
Brabazon said the Hampden 
medium bomber—standard RAF 
equipment in 1939—carried 56 Ibs.- 
of electronics, containing eight 
valves. The Valiant now carries 
31 tons of electronics with 1000 
valves. 

Radar plots winds 

_Australian scie'htists are de¬ 
veloping a new technique to 
trace wind currents at very high 
altitudes. Basically, the idea is to 
employ radar to follow the ionised 
trails left by cosmic-type meteors. 

Professor Huxley, of Adelaide, 
who is in charge of the experi¬ 


ments, states that if a wind chart 
can be completed of the whole 
world, it will be possible to check 
the theory that there is relationship 
between winds and tides. 

Air more popular 

p'lGURES reeently published in the 
United States show that inter¬ 
national airlines carried 1,300,000 
passengers to and from the U.S. 
during 1952—300,000 more than ■ 
travelled by steamship lines. 

On the 2100-mile route between 
California and Hawaii—the ever- 
popular Pacific holiday resort 
island—air travellers outnumbered 
sea travellers by four to one. 

Tale of a marble 
Jn Windhoek, South Africa, they 
are still telling the remarkable 
story of Dikka Stauber. A few 
weeks ago four-year-old Dikka was 
being rushed by plane to hospital 
with a marble stuck in his throat, 
when the plane suddenly struck an 
“air pocket.” The plane lurched 
—and out popped the marble! 

New air services 

T'vo privately-owned airlines— 
Cambrian Air Services and 
East Anglian Flying Services—will 
shortly open three new British air 
routes. Cambrian Air Services will 
fly from Northolt to Land’s End 
via Cardiff, and East Anglian Fly¬ 
ing Services will operate one 
service from Ipswich to Calais, via 
Southend, and another between 
Southend and Antwerp. 


Yomig Denmark 
making a call 



The slrangc-looking instrument 
each hoy is playing is a lure, the 
traditional-horn of the Vikings. 
The Inimpetors arc members of 
a Danish hoys’ organisation 
tihich toured Britain recently. 


AS WORN IN ROMAN 
LONDON 

A pair of trunks probably worn 
by a girl athlete or dancer 
in Roman times have been found 
during excavations in the City of 
London. They arc made of soft 
leather which has been preserved 
by the water-logged clay in which 
they have lain for 19 centuries. 
It is assumed that they were part 
of a girl athlete's outfit, because 
similar garments are a feature of 
a mosaie pavement depicting 
athletic exercises which was un¬ 
earthed in Sicily. 

Their age- has been determined 
by a Roman glazed bowl dis¬ 
covered beside them. It bears the 
mark of a celebrated potter named 
Crestius who worked in Southern 
Gaul between a.d. 41 and a.d. 79. 


BRIDGES OID AND'NEW 

Bridges, whether as feats of 
achievement or as examples of 
clever design, make a fascinating 
study for young people. 

There is, for instance, the 
famous Roman bridge which has 
carried people across the River 
Tagus for 2000 years. The coming 
of railways brought new problems 
.and demanded new skills, and 
today we marvel at the Forth 
Bridge. The Brooklyn Bridge has 
a main span of 1600 feet, and it 
took 16 >ears to overcome the con¬ 
struction difficulties. 

The story of bridge-building is 
told in Bridges through the Ages, 
now appearing in the December 
issue of I WORLD DIGEST, on 
sale cvc.''ywhere, price Is. 6d. 

LONG^FENCE 

Australia is to build one of the 
longest fences in the world. 

Made of wire netting, it will 
extend for hundreds of miles in 
the south-west of Queensland to 
keep out dingoes (a kind of wild 
dog) which kill thousands of sheep 
and youn^ calves every year. It 
will protect 18 million sheep. 

This is not the first time 
Australia^ has built a fence extend¬ 
ing for hundreds of miles. Some 
50 years ago one- was built in 
Western Australia to keep out 
rabbits. 


JjLslte Baily, whose radio Scrap¬ 
books are famous, recently 
took to the road with a tape¬ 
recording machine no bigger than 
a portable typewriter. 

He made what he called a “ log¬ 
book ” from' free-afld-easy talks 
with all sorts of people from 
Cornwall to Scotland, and the 
results have been heard on Thurs¬ 
day' evenings in 
the Homo 
Service. Now 
the recordings 
are to be re¬ 
peated in the 
Light every 
Sunday morn¬ 
ing, beginning 
on November 
,22, when every¬ 
one can hear 
them. 

• With a tiny coat-lapel micro¬ 
phone, Leslie Baily has no diffi¬ 
culty in getting people to talk. 

. -“We just chat as man to man,” 
he told me. ''Many folk who 
would be shy in a BBC studio 
spciik quite freely when 1 meet 
them on their own ground.” 

Among scores of people you 
can hear are Cornish lighthouse- 
keepers, a Glasgow crane-driver 
and his wife who are keen moun¬ 
taineers, and two Australian girls 
who came to Britain to learn the 
bagpipes. 

In the marshes 

Odd happenings in the Essex 
marshes during the Napoleonic 
wars is the theme of Fortune 
House, the play in Children's TV 
this Thursday, to be repeated on 
Sunday. 

It was written by Modwena 
Sedwick, who is well known on 
sound radio Children's Hour. This 
is her first T V play. 

The adventures centre round 
Georgina Sampson, a young girl 
who, in 1801, goes to stay with two 
old aunts in a lonely Essex house. 
Although the two old ladies appear 
to be very prim and proper, events 
prove the opposite. 

Georgina will be an exciting part 
for 15-year-old student-actress 
Hilary Rennie, who has been 
appearing in the Heidi TV serial. 

Before Everest 

gEiiiND-THE-scENES preparations 
for the conquest of Everest 
will be described in three weekly 
talks in Science Survey in the 
Home Service, beginning on 
Thursday and repeated on the 
following Saturday morning. 

The speaker is Dr. L. G. C. E. 
Pugh, a physiologist who accom¬ 
panied Sir John Hunt's expedition 
and also that of Eric Shipton in 
1952. 

Fire! 

J^EMEMBEaiNG how quick listeners 
are to spot mistakes, the 
BBC has been puzzled over a 
question of sound effects. It con¬ 
cerns the burning of the famous 
Scala Opera House at Milan in 
1772, on the eve of its opening. 

Spike Hughes, who is compiling 


the history of the Scala for a 
Home Service feature in Decem¬ 
ber, tells me that normal “fire’' 
effects w'ill be unsuitable. 

“ We can’t use modern firebells,” 
he said, “ and it’s doubtful whether 
the Milanese had fire-pumps.” 

Island choice 

J)nsERT Island Discs, the Home 
Service programme in which 
celebrities chose records they could 
live with if shipwrecked on a 
lonely island, has given place to a 
new series. This time Roy Plomlcy 
asks ordinary people for their 
choice. 

Next Monday the guest will be 
Reg Cooke, a Hastings farmer who 
is also a fisherman and volunteer 
coastguard. 

Denis Jones, the producer, tells 
me that a variety, of people have'' 
been chosen to pick tunes. Patricia 
Coe, a chorus girl, will be next, 
followed by Albert Ferricr, a 
London taxi-driver. 

Saturday puzzles 

TVs Puzzle Corner, formerly 
part of Friday’s Kaleido¬ 
scope, is to have a Saturday 
evening programme to itself every 
fortnight, beginning this week, 
Ronnie Waldman, just back from 
watching American T V, will again 
be in charge. 

Part of its appeal is due to the 
participation of a viewer-corn- 



Ronald Waldman 


petitor, talking to Ronnie Wald¬ 
man on the telephone as the 
puzzle pictures arc shown. 
Districts in London and the 
Regions alternately are being 
visited by the BBC Outside 
Broadcast team. 

T V tap dancing 

_^MONG TV’s minor lechnical 
problems, the latest to be 
solved concerns tap dancing. 

The essence of Ibis form of 
dancing is that the taps shall be 
clearly heard, but too often they 
arc swallowed up by other ^noises 
in the studio, as well as by the 
orchestra, unless the microphone 
is placed within a yard or two of 
the dancer's feet. 

To keep the microphone out of 
the picture, the lapping is now pre¬ 
recorded. In the actual TV per- 
form.ance the dancers mime to 
the sounds of their "taps’’ on a 
loudspeakc:. 
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ALL THE WORLD’S BIRDS IN ONE HALL 


'J'he world's most comprehensive 
series of exhibits on the life 
of birds is to be seen at the 
American Museum of Natural 
History, in New York. It is called 
the Hall of the Biology of Birds. 

The hail in whicli tb.e birds are 
displayed marks the completion of 
ten years’ planning, research, and 
construction by the Museum 
scientists and specialists. 

Designed to present the full 
story of birds—their life, origins, 
habits, and so on—the hall con¬ 
tains S600 species, and includes 
more than 1000 mounted speci¬ 
mens of some of the rarest and 
most beautiful birds known to 
man. 

One of the highlights of the 
hall is the world's greatest collec¬ 
tion of rare and. extinct birds, 
which includes reconstructions of 
the Dodo, the fabulous Moas, 
fossils ■ of the almost legendary 
Giant Roc, and rare specimens of 
the Heath Hen, the Great Auk, 
the Eskimo Curley, and the Caro¬ 
lina Parakeet, t 

The exhibition of Humming¬ 
birds, probably unmatched any¬ 
where in the world, contains 40 of 
the most interesting and most 
colourful species of these diminu¬ 
tive birds. The Humming-birds on 
display include the world's smallest 
birds, measuring less than two 
inches long. 

In contrast to the smallest 
Humming-bird is tlte skeleton of a 
Giant Moa which stands approxi¬ 
mately ten feet high. 

V Another impressive display in 
the hall is a dioramic scene which 



The c.xtinet Dodo 


presents a Caribbean sunset, with 
beautiful Egrets, Spoonbills, Ibises, 
and Flamingos in flight. 

Perhaps the most amazing single 
e.xhibit is the communal nest of 
the A.frican Social Weaver. 
Brought to the Museum from 
Africa in the tree in which it was 
found, the nest is about eight feet 
high and 29 feet round. 

Museum scicnti.sts estimate that 
this avian “block of flats” was 
built by about 26 of these small 
birds. 

One of the mounted exhibits 
shows a family , of White-thighed 
Hornbills at their nest. These 
birds, which are found near the 
River Congo in Africa, make their 
nest in a hole near the top of a 
fall tree. 

As soon as the female is ready 
today her eggs she is walled in by 
the male, who covers the hole with 
a thick layer of mud, leaving a 
narrow slit through which he feeds 
the mother and later the offspring. 

The exhibit, which is depicted 
below, shows the male Horiibill 
pushing food through the narrow 
slit, the trunk being cut away to 
show the young bird and mother. 

Another unique exhibit is the 
display of bird flight which depicts 
how birds fly, and compares their 
flight with that of aeroplanes. 
Here we learn that the fastest 
flyer in ti'.e bird kingdom is the 
Swift, which has been estimated to 
attain speeds of 200 m.p.h. 

Also shown is the bird's un¬ 
usual internal “air conditioning” 
system, maintained by a complete 
system of air sacs. 




A section of a tree cut away to show White-thighed Hornbiils in their nest 



Visitors to the American Museum of Natural History examining a 
display of birds flying over the Caribbean Sea 


living flightless 



A closc-up view of Flamingos in flight, part of the large dioramic 
display seen in (lie picture above 


Many interesting facts about 
birds are revealed in the hall. 
For instance, did you know that: 

Archaeopteryx, a peculiar 
creature which lived approxi¬ 
mately 125 million tears ago, is 
believed to have been the first 
bird on tliis earth, it was about 
the size of a pigeon. 

About 8600 species of birds, 
belonging to more than 140 
families, are known to man. 

More than 100 kinds of birds 
have become c.xtinet in the past 
200 years. 

In the middle of the ]9th 
century the Passenger Pigeon 
outnumbered any other kind of 
bird on the North American 
continent. 

The Trumpeter-Swan, which 
weighs approximately 35 lbs., is 
the largest existing bird that 
flics. 

The largest 
bird is the Ostrich, which weighs 
iietweeii 150 and 300 lbs. 



Crested CassiqueS at their curious hanging nests 



A huge nest built by African Social Weaver birds 
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BON VOYAGE! 

l^iTH the prayers and good 
wishes of the whole 
nation, the Queen will set out, 
next week on her great tour. 

Accompanied by the Duke 
of Edinburgh, she will travel 
vast distances by land, sea, and 
air, and visit many peoples 
who proudly honour her as 
their reigning monarch. 

Wherever she journeys the 
Queen will be among her own 
peoples. In those colonies and 
great southern Dominions far 
from Britain, however un¬ 
familiar and strange ' the 
surroundings, she will feel at 
home. 

One anxiety has happily 
been dispelled. It was feared 
by many that in her, desire to 
meet as many of her subjects 
as possible, the Queen might 
overtax her strength. But 
Australia and New Zealand 
have pledged that every care 
will be taken to ensure that the 
long programme does not 
prove too exhausting. 

The Queen’s tour will evoke 
an inspiring demonstration of 
the loyalty that binds the 
British family of nations. The 
personal charm of the Queen 
and her husband, as well as 
their obvious devotion to the 
duties of their exalted rank, 
will make a profound impres¬ 
sion on our fellow citizens of 
the Commonwealth. 

Sincerely and humbly, we 
wish them Bon Voyage! 


For nervous actors 

All of us who have acted in 
school plays know that sink¬ 
ing sensation when standing in 
the wings awaiting one’s “cue.” 

The unseen gremlin who lives 
there whispers such things as: 
You’ll forget your lines. They’ll 
all laugh at you. Your wig’s on 
crooked. Whoever told you you 
could act? ' 

It may be some comfort to 
know that he also attacks estab¬ 
lished actors. One of his victims, 
for instance, is Humphrey 
Bogart, the film star. 

“I’m nervous,” he confesses. 
“Working with women makes 
me nervous. Dressing up in 
■ soup and fish ’ (evening dress) 
makes me nervous.” 

He has recently been nervously 
making Sabrina Fair, but his 
private jitters will not appear on 
the screen. 

Your ovvu filuis 

Adults can decide what is 
harmful for children to see 
at the cinema, but children alone 
can determine what entertains 
them. 

For this reason the Children’s 
Film Foundation, always shows 
its new films to the Trade and 
the Press in the presence of 
children. 

Representatives of educational 
and religious bodies and of 
social workers are also there, 
and cinema managers are later 
asked to comment on the films’ 
reception. 

The outcome of such careful 
research is the production of 
films that bring forth eager cries 
of “Yes, please!” when young 
audiences are asked if they 
would like more of the same 
sort. 

The Foundation is doing fine 
work in providing popular films 
that uphold high standards of 
behaviour. 



Under the 

Editor’s Table 


PETER PUCK 
WANTS TO 

KNOW 

A boy has won a silver cup for 
playing a Chopin Prelude. He 
said there was nothing in it. 


If gardeners arc 
ever thrilled to 
the marrow 

Comedians who fall over usually 
get a laugh. They always go down 


Most new cars have big boots. 
And tread on their tj'res. 

Imagination helps in buying 
birthday presents. But must be 
combined with money. 

An author says bright colours 
help him to work. Is never,found 
in a brown study. 

BILLY BEETLE 

\\ vm 



TIME NO OBJECT 

A REFRESHING story in these 
days of speed and hustle is 
told by a traveller just back from 
the Highlands of Scotland. 

His watch having stopped, he 
asked an bid man the time. The 
ancient Highlander considered 
the question solemnly, and then 
replied: “Now let me see , . . 
let me think. Yes, now, this 
will be Friday afternoon.” That 
was near 'enough for him! 

It is a story that would have 
delighted the heart of the tramp- 
poet, W. H. Davies, who many 
years ago reflected: 

What is this life if, full of care. 
We have \ no lime to stand and 
stare? 


Liviugstoiie iu 
London 



This bronze statue of David 
Livingstone has been set in a 
niche on a wall of the Royal 
Geographical Society’s head¬ 
quarters at Kensington. 


A 


all right. 

New grates that keep in all night 
need little attention. Make people 
get slack. 

An e.xhibition in London has 
shown the effects of smog. Very 
clearly. 


T 


Baths as a novelty 

HE sensation of today be¬ 
comes the commonplace of 
tomorrow, and by the same 
token, things we now take for 
granted astonished our ancestors; 
bathrooms, for instance. 

“When a bathroom was put 
into my father’s house over 50 
years ago it was an event,” said 
the Minister of Housing the 
other day. “The approach to 
the bath was up three steps, and 
there was a great arrangement of 
handles and ropes for the assist¬ 
ance of anyone rash enough to 
make the great adventure!” 

Queen Elizabeth I created 
similar astonishment. A gossip 
writer noted: “The Queen hath 
built herself a bath, where she 
doth take herself every month, 
whether she require it or no.” 

Even 30 years ago some M.P.s 
opposed the suggestion that 
“fixed baths” should be installed 
in new houses. And lest we be 
too smug let it be remembered 
that this country still Has an 
incredible number of houses 
without' bathrooms. 
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THEY SAY . TT 

A BROAD outlook and tin 
original mind are essential 
if you want to reach the top. 

The Duke of Eainbiirsh 

(Contemporary buildings are 
getting to resemble each 
other astonishingly, and the work 
of many architects is acquiring 
“the family face.” 

President, Royal Institute- 
of British Architects 

'T'he people of British Columbia 
look upon others with .the 
pity of Adam and Eve looking 
at someone who wasn’t born in 
the Garden of Eden. 

Premier of Saskatchewan 

Tf one were born on a scheduled 
air line and it was possible to 
go on flying without ever coming 
down, one would be 78 years of 
age before becoming statistically 
due for a fatal accident. 

Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Civil Aviation . 

T'oday’s record air speeds are 
- just scratching the surface 
—in 50 years speeds will be 
more than trebled. 

Neville Duke 


Cheap at the price 

TEAM leader of the World 
Health Organisation has re¬ 
ported on how he and his col¬ 
leagues helped to fight an out¬ 
break of bubonic plague in 
Mysore State, India. 

“This i operation,” he said, 
“which resulted in the abrupt 
termination of the epidemic, was 
completed at a cost of .035 of a 
dollar for each person in the 
area. This is less than the local 
cost of a cup of coffee and a 
cigarette.” 

Facts and figures may present 
a picture, but it is a human 
touch such as this which brings 
the picture to life. 

Tliii’ty Years Ago 

From the Children s Newspaper. 

November 24,. 1923 

^iiE Bifmingham Broadcasting 
-*■ Station has a Children’s 
Circle with over 5000 members, 
and now! children’s concerts are 
to be given every Saturday after¬ 
noon by I members of the Circle. 

Nothing of the kind has been 
done from the other stations, 
and it is hoped that the idea will 
spread 


Think on These Things 

/^NE of the stories Jesus told 
was of a man who, at 
different times during the day, 
engaged workers for his fields at 
the rate of a penny a day 
(St. Matthew, chapter 20). 

A penny was the standard rate 
of wages ■ in those days, when 
four pennies bought a lamb and 
a hundred was the price of a 
cow. 

Those engaged first agreed to 
the penny a day, but they 
grumbled because those who 
came last received just as much. 
And they were rightly rebuked. 

The teaching of Jesus was that 
a just man honours a bargain 
without complaint; and also that 
the love of God could not be 
given in lesser measure to one 
person than to another. God 
equally loves all who come to 
Him, at whatever time in life 
they find their way. F. P. 

JUST AN IDEA 

As Plautus wrote: That’s 
courage—to take hard knocks 
like a man when occasion calls. 


Out and About 

T^he handsome jay is more 
easily seen in the woods 
now that most of the foliage has 
fallen. 

He but rarely goes out into 
open country, fearing too much 
that birds of prey, like the 
sparrow hawk, would see his 
bright plumage and easily catch 
him on the wing. 

Most noticeable is the jay’s 
vivid pink plumage on back and 
breast, with white under the 
dark tail, and more white with 
some bright blue on the dark 
brown wings. Jays are more 
than half the size of crows. 

Even in a bare wood a human 
intruder is more likely to hear 
them shout their warning call— 
something between a squawk 
and a screech—before seeing one 
flit between the tree trunks. By 
then other creatures of the wood 
will also be on the alert and 
probably out of sight. 

Besides the jays resident in 
Britain, many others come in the 
autumn from Scandinavia and 
Germany for the winter. 

C. D. D. 



OUR HOMELAND 


lilt; church and youth l]o>tcI 
at Ivinghoc, Bucks. 
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LEARNING TO BE 
A FARMER 

Continuing the story of the progress of young Ian Farley, 
who has won a scholarship to an agricultural college. 

11, Getting the best out of hedges 


OLDEST BOY OF THE 
BOYS’ BRIGADE 


The Chfirfren's Mews&oper, November 2f, 1953 


At the beginning of the month a 
new instructor came daily to 
the College from a nearby village 
to instruct the students in the old 
farm craft of hedge-laying. Ian, 
who was among the first to try, 
found it much more difficult than 
it had appeared. 

“The gtaeral idea,” said the 
instructor, “is to cut the hedge 
stumps as close to the ground as 
possible, but not quite cutting 
them right through. Instead, leave 
them hanging on by a bit of skin 
to the rootstock. 

“Then bend the tall stump down 
so that it lies along the line of the 
hedge but almost flat on the 
ground instead of upright, and 
finally, bind them all together with 
stakes driven in every yard or so.” 

“But surely the whole hedge will 
die if you cut every stump through, 
except for that little bit of bark?” 
asked Ian. 

“No, not at all,” answered the 
instructor. “Next Spring fresh 
shoots will grow up all round the 
old stumps and you’ll have a hedge 
thick enough to prevent any kind 
of stock getting through.” 

HOW SHEEP CAN ESCAPE 

“Why is it necessary to keep 
aying a hedge like this, then?” 
persisted Ian, “I thought hedges 
just grew up on their own and only 
needed trimming every year or so.” 

“No matter how carefully you 
trim a hedge,” replied the instruc¬ 
tor, “ the bottom begins to die out, 
and after a few years holes appear 
in it through which a sheep or 
lamb might escape. 

“The main purpose of a hedge 
is. to act as a fence and provide 
shelter for stock. A hedge with 
nothing but stumps and gaps at 
the bottom of it does neither of 
these things so we lay it in order 
to promote fresh growth from the 
base where it is most required, and 
to provide a good fence while this 
,icw growth is being produced.” 

So, under the watchful eye 
jf the instructor, who had been 
a champion hedge-layer in his 


younger days, the students eaeh 
attempted a few yards of hedge. 
After a few days’ practice they 
became quite proficient. 

One morning, during a break 
in the hedge-laying, Ian walked 
across the path and into the field 
to examine some wheat which one 
of the other students was sowing 
there. Ian picked up a handful of 
the grain and examined it., 

“I say, look here, Jim,” he said 
to the other student, “there’s 
something wrong with this seed 
wheat. It’s got a reddish powder 
on it. Look, I’ve got it on my 
hands.” 

“It’s all right, Ian,” laughed 
Jim. “1 was caught out with that 
too and asked the lecturer about 


Copenhagen cubs 



Copenhagen Zoo’s two new 
leopard cubs take a first look at 
this wonderful rvorld. 


it. when he came round half 
an hour ago. Apparently it’s some 
powder with which they dust the 
grain to kill the spores of fungus 
diseases which may happen to be 
present.” 

Ian went back to his hedge- 
laying, reflecting on the truth of 
the saying that the farmerjs year 
never ends. Here was he laying a 
hedge to protect next years’ wheat 
crop which Jim was now sowing, 
while at the same time there were 
still some of this year’s sugar beet 
and turnips to be harvested. 


EPIC STORY OF 
COURAGE 

One of the most moving broad¬ 
casts ever made was the story of 
Vassili Velios, the Greek boy who 
showed magnificent fortitude in 
mastering fearful handicaps. Now 
James Kinross tells it at length in 
a newly-published book—^The Boy 
from Greece (John Murray, 
8s. 6d.). 

Vassili was a carefree lad in a 
mountain village until bandits 
threw a grenade at him. His 
right hand was blown off, his left 
leg gravely damaged, his sight 
almost lost. Greek doctors were 
unable to. restore his vision, and he 
was brought by the International 
Help for Children to England. 

A SAD FIGURE 

The doctors here were no more 
successful. All Vassili could see 
was blurred greyness and faint out¬ 
lines, and when he walked his bad 
leg tried to trip him up. 

Then a golden-hearted couple. 
Mr. and Mrs. Spierling, became 
his foster parents, and in their 
home at Barry he began a new life. 

A nearly-blind cripple in a 
foreign land, far from his own 
father and mother, Vassili had a 
cheerful courage which impressed 
everyone who saw him. And his 
great ambition was to help those 
who had helped him. 

One - of the most moving 
incidents in the book tells how 
Vassili came labouring upstairs 
with a saucepan he had been wash¬ 
ing with his one hand; he wanted 
to ask Mrs. Spierling to see if he 
had got it all cleant 

The story of the Boy from 
Greece is well described as an epic 
of courage. It is also a story of 
unfaltering kindness. 


LEANING STATUE 

Since the. famous lead statue of 
Charles II was put up in Parlia¬ 
ment Square, Edinburgh, in 1685 
no fewer than seven major opera¬ 
tions have been necessary to keep 
it upright. 

Only last year the equestrian 
statue was taken to London for 
repairs, but already it has de¬ 
veloped a list, the result of a crack 
developing in the hind leg of the 
horse. Barricades have again been 
erected round the pedestal as a 
safety measure. 


Life Boy George Thomson, of 
Uddingston, near Glasgow, is more 
than a littft proud of his grand¬ 
father, for he is the oldest old boy 
of the Boys’ Brigade. 

Grandfather James Thomson, 
hale and hearty at 82, and only 
prevented by bad eyesight from 
continuing to work as a joiner, is 
looking forward to taking part in 
next year’s big celebrations of the 
centenary of Sir William A. Smith, 



James Thomson and his 
grandson George 


who founded, the Brigade in 
Glasgow 70 years ago. 

He knew William Smith well, 
and is the sole survivor of the first 
30 boys of the two million who 
have passed through this oldest of 
uniformed youth organisations. 

“Yes, I joined the Brigade at the 
Free College Church' Mission, 
North Woodside Road, Glasgow, 
on October 4, 1883,” Mr. Thomson 
told a C N correspondent. 

“When it was announced that 
Mr. William Smith was going to 
found a novel kind of boys’ club, 
hundreds wanted to join. But a 
good many were rejected because 
they didn’t attend Sabbath School. 

“Rough lads they were, some 
of them. In early days when they 
saw us in uniform—flat cap with 
white braids round, haversack and 
belt—they used to stone us on the 
streets. Many a fight we had for 
the honour of the Brigade, and the 
worst was , after someone had 
knocked off the hat of the Skipper, 
as wc called Mr. Smith!” 


The following summer the 
Skipper took them to the first 
boys’ camp in history at Tighna- 
bruaich. In disgrace with four 
others for not getting back to camp 
■ (in the Church Hall) the first night, 
James Thomson served two days’ 
“confinement to barracks” help¬ 
ing the cook. 

Later he became a member of 
the flute band, and he recalls that 
at the Boys’ Brigade’s first inspec¬ 
tion that band had to play from 
music written in copying-ink 
pencil., There was a drizzle, and 
the flautists found themselves 
playing the smears 1 

James Thomson was sorry to 
have to leave the Boys’ Brigade at 
16, as the rules then laid down. 
But he kept in touch. 

Seven of his eight sons became 
members; the other had to join 
the Boy Scouts because there was 
no Boys’ Brigade at Uddingston 
when they moved there. His two 
; daughters were both in the associ¬ 
ated Girls’ Guildry. 

On Thursday drill evenings the 
Hon. Captain James Thomson still 
goes along to see the 1st Viewpark 
boys. 

“They help to keep me young,” 
he declares. “The Brigade and 
all its imitators, like the Boy 
' Scouts, have done a lot of good, 
and I’m very proud to be one of 
the first in the world’s first uni¬ 
formed youth movement.” 


SEALING YOUR 
PRESENTS 

For the first time this year 
100 million Christmas Seals arc to 
be issued by the National 
Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis. They cost but a 
halfpenny each, so if all of them 
were sold individually, N.A.P.T. 
would receive a Christmas present 
of £208,333 6s. 8d. 

The Association certainly needs 
every penny of it for its grand 
work for some 250,000 sufferers 
from the disease in Great Britain. 

The N.A.P.T. seals have gay 
greetings designs on them, and can 
be bought in sheets of 100 for four 
shillings from the Duchess of 
Portland, N.A.P.T., Tavistock 
House North, London, W.C.l. 


Empire Mosaic—46 


by Ridgway 
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Steps to Sporting 


© 



An 18-year-olcl girl 
who can look back 
upon the 1933 
athletics season with 
satisfaction is Aime 
Pasliley, of Great 
Yarmouth. 


D'iD Vou SiV JuMPEa 
R16HT PftST The PiT.^ 



Anne Pasliley 

I 



While at Gl. Yarmouth High 
School Anne, then 14, set all 
the girls talking by leaping 
right over the long-jump pit. 
Later she set up an English 
Schools record. But she con¬ 
centrated on running. 


At Yarmouth Anne used the 
Town football ground for her 
preparation. A victory over 
the redoubtable June Foulds 
in a 100-yard event at Nor¬ 
wich proved her quality as a 
runner to the sporting world. 


This year she equalled the 
British 100-yard record and 
W'as one of the four who set 
up a world record for the 
4 X 220 yards relay. Anne 
attends an infant teachers’# 
training college at Norwich. 


FULL STORY OF THE EVEREST TRIUMPH 


six-MILLIONTH 
TELEPHONE 

Early this year the Post Office, 
realising that during the autumn 
the six millionth telephone in the 
United Kingdom would be in¬ 
stalled, decided to celebrate the 
event. But who was to receive the 
honour? Hundreds of telephones 
were being installed every day, and 
it was impossible to discover 
exactly which was the six 
millionth. 

Evoptually, they selected the 
lonely Isle of Stroma, in the Pent- 
land Firth, between John o’ 
Groats and the Orkneys, It had 
been on the waiting list for some 
time and had never owned a tele¬ 
phone. 

QUEUE FOR C.4LLS 

Naturally, the people of Stroma 
were delighted with the privilege of 
having a telephone. When the 
official opening ceremony had 
been performed, they all queued 
up at the public call box— 
Stroma I, connected to the ex¬ 
change at John o’ Groats—to 
indulge in the novelty of phoning 
relatives on the mainland. 

But the new telephone has done 
more than put Stroma in constant 
touch vvith the mainland. The 
islanders will now be able tp call 
up assistance for ships in distress— 
a valuable service, for the fierce 
rocks of Hoy and.Dunnett close by 
have, trapped many a ship swept 
off its course by the rapid and 
treacherous currents of the Pent- 
land Firth. 


REFRESHMENT TIME 

An old Scandinavian custom was 
observed in Hull during the 
building of the new Danish Church 
there. When the roofing stage of 
the building was reached the work¬ 
men broke off from their work to 
receive refreshments from the 
trustees. 

The custom dates back to the 
time when men built their own 
houses. Whert a man was ready to 
put on the roof he would call in 
his neighbours for assistance, in 
return for which they would be 
given hospitality. 


It was indeed a proud moment 
for the British people all over the 
world when they learned, just a 
few hours before the Coronation, 
that Mount Everest had been con¬ 
quered. 

At the time details were sparse, 
but as we waited for the crowning 
of our Queen it was enough to 
know that two men, a New Zea¬ 
lander and a Sherpa, had set foot 
on the highest point on the Earth’s 
surface. • 

Since then we have learned 
much more of the tremendous 
effort and organisation, the team¬ 
work and courage that brought 
such a triumph; and now at . last 
everyone can read the whole story, 
as told by Sir John Hunt, leader 
of the expedition—The Akent of 
Everest (Hodder & Stoughton, 
25s.). 

It begins with a review of the 
difficulties that have defeated all 
previous expeditions, and it ends 
with details concerning equipment, 
diet, physiology, and so on. 

But in between there is an 
engrossing account of the heroic 
struggle upward through the thin 
air, the ice and snow, until that 
historic moment on the morning of 
May 29 when Hillary and Tenzing 


(Sir John Hunt’s spelling) reached 
the summit. 

Chapter 16 is Sir Edmund 
Hillary’s own account of that 
thrilling climb along the ridge 
leading from the South Peak to the 
actual summit of Everest. Slowly 
and painfully toiling upward, cut¬ 
ting steps in the snow, clambering 
past rocky obstacles, the two men 
at last found themselves at a place 
where the ridge ahead was no 
longer rising but dropped sharply 
away from a snowy mound. 

“A few more hacks of the ice- 
axe in the firm snow,” writes 
Hillary, “and we stood on top.” 

Then he produced his camera 
(which he had kept warm inside 
his shirt) and -took the historic 
picture of his companion waving 
his axe on which was a string of 

BRIDGE FROM ASIA 
TO EUROPE 

Europe and Asia will be linked 
by a suspension bridge across the 
Bosphorus. The Turkish Govern¬ 
ment has placed the order with a 
German firm at a cost of 
£25,000,000. 

Such a link has long been 
envisaged. As long ago as the 
15th century Leonardo da Vinci 
drew up plans for a bridge. 


flags of the United Nations, 
Britain, Nepal, and India. 

After surveying the stupendous 
panorama of lesser peaks below 
them for some ten minutes, 
Tenzing made a little hole in the 
snow and placed in it a bar of 
chocolate,^ packet of biscuits, and 
a handful of lollies. They were 
token offerings from a devout 
Buddhist to the gods that dwell on 
the highest pinnacle of Earth. 

Then Hillary, too, made a hole 
in the snow and placed, in it a 
small crucifix which his leader had 
given him. 

Sir John Hunt resumes the 
narrative with a thrilling descrip¬ 
tion of the reception of the 
victorious pair on their descent to 
the camp, and the safe return of 
the whole expedition. 

This superb book is illustrated 
with scores of photographs, some 
of them in colour, and Charles 
Evans, the surgeon of the party, 
has enlivened tha text with some 
jolly little sketches. There are 
maps, too, which enable the reader 
to follow the route. And there is 
a foreword by the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh, proudly reminding us that 
the achievement is a shining 
example to all mankind. 


fhe Children’s Newst>oper, November 2\, 1953 

NEW SCOTTISH 
VILLAGE 

children will soon be playing in 
a brand-new village among the 
mount-ains of Kirkcudbrightshire. 
It is the Glentrool Forest Village, 
which has been officiajly opened by 
the Lord Lieutenant of the county. 

Nearly 50 of its houses are 
already complete, or nearly com¬ 
plete, and 12 of them are occupied 
by foresters, mecJianics, and a 
research scientist of the Forestry 
Commission, which is clothing 
many of the bleak hillsides with 
spruce, pine, and larch. 

Eventually there are to be well 
over 100 houses, with a school in 
their midst—but until that is built, 
the children will have to go a mile 
for their schooling. 

^ TEN MILLION TREES 

Since 1947 over ten million trees 
have been planted in the Glentrool 
Forest, but many of them are still 
quite small, and it will be years 
before they will add to the 
country’s timber supply. . It takes 
25 years for such trees to be worth 
cutting for use as pit props, and 
from 30 to 40 years before they 
can be used for various other 
purposes. 

But just a few of them will be 
used as Christmas trees this year 
—thinnings from the “nurseries” 
where the young trees grow, and 
others that have been removed on 
roads being widened or electric 
lines laid. 


MORE REDSKINS 

The Red Indian population ot 
the United States has been increas¬ 
ing. In- 1940 there were about 
369,000 Indians but by 1950 their 
numbers had grown to about 
400,000. 

In the days of Columbus there 
were between 700,000 and 800,000 
Redskins in what - is now the' 
United States. . 

There has been a great improve¬ 
ment in their health, and a con¬ 
sequent decline in their death rate. 
The U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs 
runs 327 schools and 61 hospitals, 
as well as a field health service. 


THE AFRICAN JOURNEYS OF MUNGO PARK—picture-story of a famous explorer (3) 



Mungo avoided the native war by travelling 
towards the Moorish state of Ludamar. lie 
came to a town where the Moors had shot a 
herd hoy, after stealing his cattle. Mungo 
examined him and said the only way to save his 
life was to amputate his leg. The lad’s friends 
would not hear of this, and later he died. This 
incident made 3Iungo wonder what treatment 
he himself might, expect from the Moors. 


At a town in Ludamar the Moors behaved with 
great insolence, abusing him and spitting in his 
face because he was a Christian. They opened 
his bundles and helped themselves to whatever 
they fancied. His servants, terrified by these 
powerful people’s hatred of their master, 
refused to go any farther, and begged him to go 
back ivith them. He declared that if they left 
him he'would go on alone. 


That night he set out by himself, hut had not 
gone far when someone shouted behind him, 
and he saw liis faithful Negro hoy, Demha, 
running after him. The other servant intended 
returning to the coast. The two travelled on 
for some days until a party of Moors overtook 
them and said they had orders from Ali, 
“ King ” of Ludamar, to bring hack the white 
man, because All’s wife was curious to see one. 


Mungo w’as obliged to go back with them to 
All’s camp, where he was taken into.the king’s 
tent. Ali, an elderly man, regarded him for a 
time in silence, then said he was going to give 
lirm something to eat. At a signal some men 
brought in a live wild hog, secured with rope. 
Ali told Mungo to kill it for his supper, but the 
explorer knew this was an insult, because 
Moors despised Christians for eating pork. 


Wliat does ruthless Ali intend to do with the 


solitary traveller ? 


See nest week’s instalment 
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Continuing ^^ 


DANGER MOUNTAIN 


*by Patrick Pringle* 


Jack anil Robin Hilton are with 
ilicir parents in Switzerland. They 
go ski-ing with Junge, the daughter 
of a ski-instructor, and help catch 
a thief named Otto, who stole an 
attache case from the hotel. They 
go up Danger Mountain with 
Junge, and see Professor Marcus, 
who is supposed to be a bad ski-cr,, 
going along like an expert. 

12. Husky reappears 

A BEND in the slope brought the 
two ski-ers nearer, and Junge 
and Jack took it in turns to watch 
them through the field-glasses. 
There was no doubt about it. The 
man with Anton was Dr. Marcus. 

“He didn't learn that since 
yesterday,” said Jack. “What do 
'.'ou know about Anton, Junge?” 

“Very little. He docs not have 
much to do with Rudi and the 
other ski instructors. He keeps 
■ himself apart.” 

Anton and the Professor dis¬ 
appeared, and Junge suggested 
they should go back for lunch. 

“We arc not first for lunch, after 
all,” said Junge, pointing to two 
pairs of skis as they reached the 
restaurant. “The steel ski sticks 
arc probably Anton's.” 

They found Anton and the Pro¬ 
fessor inside, having lunch, Anton 
gave Junge a brief nod, and.did 
not look very plea.sed at seeing 
the boys. Dr. Mareus, however, 
was all smiles. 

“You arc up here early,” he 
s.'iid. “Where are your parents?” 

“They were down on the 
nursery slopes this morning, with 
Rudi,” Jack answered. “They'll 
be cqming up soon.” 

■‘Then I think I shall have to 
go down.” Dr. Marcus laughed. 
■'I thought I would steal a march 
on everyone—as Anton has the 
day off I iiersuaded him to come 
np and give me private Ics.sons this 

morning. But-” He made a 

helpless gesture. 

Explanation 

“Didn't you get on very well, 
then?” Jack asked politely. 

“Ask my teacher. He will tell 
you how bad I am—eh, Anton?” 

“Very bad,” agreed Anton, and 
the Professor roared with laughter 
as if it was a great joke. 

‘"If I fell once I fell a thousand 
iiines,” he added. 

“Whereabouts did you; prac- 
ti.se?” Jack asked casually. 

“Just outside. Only on the baby 
slopes, of course.” 

“ Funny we didn't see you.” 

For a second the Professor's 
smile faded, but it returned almost 
at once. 

“We made a little tour as well,” 
he said. “On the other side of the 
big slope. And there it was worse 
than here.” 

Anton and the Professor finished 
their meal and got up. 

‘‘One more try, before the 
crowd arrives,” said the Professor. 
"Come, Anton. And please do not 


watch,” he begged Junge and the 
boys. 

They watched, of course. They 
knew they were meant to watch. 
The Professor and Anton chose a 
slope in full view of the restaurant, 
and they put on a good show; The 
Professor was wearing his red ski 
cap again. 

“He must be a very good ski-er 
to be able to act so well,” re¬ 
marked Junge, as they saw the 
Professor nearly turn a somersault. 
“He falls ten times in ten yards, 
and each one looks real.” 

“It’s very good, if ho is putting 
it on,” agreed Jack. He paused, 
“ I suppose it was the Professor wo 
saw with Anton this morning?” 

“Of course it was.” Robin was 
emphatic. 

“And he did not tell the truth, 
anyway,” added Junge. “He said 
he was on those slopes then. We 
should have seen him.” 

“He might have been before 
us,'’ suggested Jack. 

She shook her head. 

“When wo went out there was 
not a single traek anywhere. But 
look how he, falls now—it is really 
artistic.” 

“It's jolly mysterious,” said 
Robin. 

They went outside the restaurant 
together, and Robin found he had 
left his mitts behind. He went 
back, picked them up, and was 
about to go out again when he 


fl'S slraimc Iiiil Iruc... 



'■ COCOON I 

Ml 

. . . that the Silkworm Cater¬ 
pillar spins over a mile of 
unbroken silk thread in a 
figure-of-eight surround when 
making its cocoon. 

It is a month, before the 
silkworm is ready to make its 
.cocoon, by which time it is 
10,000 times as big as when it 
was born. Before starting its 
work, the caterpillar feeds 
S ravenously for several days 
) on its staple food, mulberry 
leaves. 

When the weaving is com¬ 
pleted the cocoons arc placed 
in an oven and baked. This 
prevents the re-appearance of 
the chrysalis in the form of a 
moth which would ruin the 
fine silk. 

To make a standard two- 
ounce skein containing 30,000 
yards of silk thread the out¬ 
put of 250 worms is required. 


heard voices from the back of the 
building. He listened for a 
rnoment, and then ran out in ex¬ 
citement. 

“Jack!” he w'hispcrcd. “Here, 
quick!” 

Junge and Jack went back 
together, and Robin told them to 
listen. The voices sounded clearly 
through the wooden wall separat¬ 
ing the restaurant from the rest of 
the building, although as the 
language spoken was’not English 
neither Jack nor Robin knew what 
the conversation was about. 

But Jack understood at once 
why Robin was so excited. He 
would have recognised one of 
those voices in any language. 

Eavesdropping 

“It’s Husky,” he told Junge in a 
whisper. “The man who put the 
attache case in the Professor’s 
room.” 

What are they talking about?” 
Robin asked hoarsely, when there 
was a pause. 

He is buying food and wine,” 
Junge whispered back. “They 
argue about the price. He says ”— 
she stopped as the voices came 
again he says the man of the 
restaurant is a robber. He charges 
him twice the price in Edelberg.” 
She listened again. 

The man of the restaurant asks 
him why ho does not buv in Edcl- 
berg, and laughs.” 

They heard more grumbling 
fi om Husky. Then a door banged 
and boots crunched in the snow. 

Robin ran to the window and 
just caught a glimpse of the short, 
thickset man they knew as Husky! 
He was putting on skis, and had'a 
rucksack on his back. Then he 
was moving through the snow, still 
keeping behind the restaurant. 
“Come on,” said Jack. 

They collected their skis quickly 
and went to the back of the build¬ 
ing. Husky was already out of 
sight, hut his tracks were clear. 

The sun had gone now, and the 
wind felt very cold; Junge gave a 
worried look at the sky, which was 
heavily overcast. 

We mustn't go too far,” she 
said. 

Jack agreed, and they pushed 
off. 

You didn’t hear what he 
wanted' the food for, or anything 
Ise, did jmu, Junge?” asked Jack. 

“No. I told you all I heard. 

I suppose Husky daren’t go down 
to Edelberg because he's frightened 
of being seen.” 

“ I think he's taking the food to 
Otto,” said Robin. 

It’s a possible theory,” agreed 
Jack. “But I don't sec why he 
should be hiding Otto. If they 
were in league before, why did one 
put the attache case in the hotel 
and the other break in to get it 
out again?” 

They had to stop talking when 
they came to a slope. , After that 
they had to climb again, and 
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would get a ... SILMOS LOLLIE!” 

Everyone loves 



Thefre BATGER’S — sweets ahead of the rest! 
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FREE 

FINE NEW 
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br. empire 

(illustrated) 


All Free to collectors 
askin" to see our famous 
“Quality” Approvals (dis¬ 
count or nett). Send 3d. 
(abroad 6 ( 1 .) to cover our 
IF you v.’isli you may join “THE CODE STAMP CLUB,” 
Cadge, and ilember.4iip Card. Aptirovals sent monthly. 


po.stage and illus. list. 

Sub. 1/-. You receive _„ , _ __ 

Worlil Wide Gift Scheme, inc. Tweezers, Magnifiecs, etc. We aim to satisfy you and our 
Service covers the World. Monthly Approval selections a speciality. PostSec. Est. 1897.) 
WRIGHT’S STAMP SHOP (Dept. 26), 29 Palace Street, CANTERBURY, Kent. 


YACHTS STAMP FREE 



ABSOLUTELY FREE. To all who 
write for a Selection of Windsor | 
Stamps On Approval, we will send 
Absolutely Free this nice NEW I 
ZEALAND stamp, one of the famous 
He.alth series, depicting a Yacht 1 
Race, just write for Yachts Stamp 
Free and' ask to see a Selection cf j 
Windsor Stamps On Approval. Please 
enclose ajd. stamp for postage to you, | 
and write now before you forget and 
miss this wonderful opportunity to i 
increase the value and interest of 
your very own collection. 


WINDSOR STAMP CO. (DEPT. CN), UCKFIELD, SUSSEX, 






FREE 



TENNIS' PLAYER 
DISCUS THROWER 
AND 
RUNNER 


This new San Marino Sports set, including two large TRIANGULAR 
stamps, is absolutely FREE to all applicants for our pictorial Approvals. 
There is sure to be a big demand for these beautiful stamps, so write 
immediately enclosing 2(d. stamp for postage to : 

BERKELEY STAMP CO, (C.N.), 

NEWTON, WEST KIRBY, CHESHIRE 


m 



3—NEW QUEEN STAMPS—3 

ALL MINT AND IN BEAUTIFUL COLOURS 

FREE TO ALL asking for my FAJfOUS DISCOUNT APPROVALS 
and enclosing 3 d. postage. 

BERNARD E. SHERWOOD (40/CN) 97 HEATH LANE, IPSWICH 


SUPER STAMP WALLET 

Containing 1953- 

SAN MARINO SPORTS SET 


(With Triangles) Plus Many Other Fine 
Whole World Stamps 
Request Approva/s enclosing 3d. stamp 
J. E. & M. A. POWELL (Dept. CN) 

89 Craigdale Road, Hornchurch, Essex 


ROY COLLYER 

is now sending 50 DIFFERENT 
stamps and Good Quality Hinges 
FREE with his Good Value 
Approvals. 

Please send stamp to : 

109 Pershorc Road, Birmingham, 5. 



ABSOLUTELY THE LATEST HUNGARY 
SET OF PEASANT COSTUMES 

These beautiful stamps will be sent free to all collectors who send 
3d. postage for a selection of our WORLD FAMOUS APPROVALS. 


NAME. 

ADDRESS.. 


I AVON STAMPS (dept, cun) 55 the avenue, LOWESTOFT j 


SPORTS SHORTS 


j4.T the recent Oxford University 
Sports, five athletes in the 
100 yards race finished almost in 
a straight line. R. A. Pinnington 
(Lincoln) was adjudged the v/inner, 
with the other four dead-heating— 
and all five were given the same 
time of 10.5 seconds, 

J^x-P.c. Tom Baldwin, of Acton, 
has retired from the Force, 
but at the age of 47 he refuses to 
give up his favourite sport of 
wrestling. British champion four 
time.s, and . present Southern 
Counties light-heavyweight title 
holder, he is challenging for the 
middleweight crown at the London 
Championships on Thursday. 







The archer wails while the target 
is wheeled into position at the 
.Apollo Archers ground at Old¬ 
bury, near Birmingham. 

I'd. C. Cowdrey has been 
elected the Young 
Cricketer of 1953. With Oxford 
University (whom he captained last 
summer) and Kent, he has become 
one of the most promising of our 
all-rounders. 

Qn November 24 seven players 
who played under the cap¬ 
taincy of Sir Pelham Warner in 
Australia 42 years ago, will attend 
a dinner to celebrate his eightieth 


birthday. They are Sir Jack 
Hobbs, G. Gunn, W. Hitch, 
F. Woolley, J. Hearne, H. Strud- 
wick, and S. Barnes. 

^ENNis Hatsell, the Preston 
inside forward, joined his club 
by accident. His brother Roy, who 
had been chosen to play in a trial 
match, took Dennis with him to 
watch. When a player failed to 
appear Dennis turned out—and 
was signed on. 

JjEN G'oulden, former English 
international footballer, is now 
manager of the Watford dub. 
His cider son Roy, ex-schoolboy 
international, is one of the most 
promising of Arsenal’s young for¬ 
wards, and now the younger son, 
nine-year-old Paul, has begun his 
football career—as centre-half for 
Little Green School, Croxicy 
Green. Herts. 

jJ^NGLAND's footballers have never 
been beaten by a Continental 
side in England, but on 
November 25 the Hungarians will 
bo at Wembley in an effort to 
smash that proud record. The last 
time Hungary played here was in 
1936, when they lost 6 —2. Since 
then, however, the Hungarians 
have become the greatest football 
side in Europe, and were Olympic 
Games champions at Helsinki. 

j^FTER winning the Ipswich to 
Westerfield 4i-milc road race 
in record time, Jim Peters, the 
Olympic runner, completed the 
course for a second "time as a 
training run. 

Jn 1949 Gordon Bradley kept 
goal for Leicester City in the 
Cup Final at Wembley; this week 
he has returned to Wembley, but 
this time to appear in the world 
professional indoor lawn tennis 
championships. Bradley is now 
the Notts County goalkeeper. 


DANGER MOUNTAIN 


Continued from pnge 9 

at the top they paused for breath, 
Husky’s tracks were still clear, but 
he was not in sight. 

“Perhaps we should go back 
now,” suggested Junge, after 
another anxious look at the sky. 

“Have you any idea where he’s 
heading?” Jack asked. 

“He seems to be going to the 
other side of the mountain—the 
dangerous side, where the land¬ 
slide was,” Junge replied. 

“The power station!” exclaimed 
Robin. 

“I don’t think so. He would 
have gone lower by now for that. 
This would be a long way round, 
for wc are well above it.” She 
pointed to a clump of trees in the 
distance. “The river goes through 
that wood down to the power 
station.” 

“ Shall we be able to see the 
power station from the next 
ridge?” Jack asked. 

■■ I’m not sure. If not that one, 
the next.” 

“Let's go on a bit, then.” 

They reached the second ridge, 
which was about half-way to the 
wood. Husky’s tracks still led 
straight ahead. Locking down the 


side of the mountain they could 
just make out the power station 
and the.path leading av/ay from it 
towards Edelberg. 

“There’s someone going out,” 
said Robin suddenly. 

Junge raised the field-glasses. 

“I think it’s your friend Ritter,” 
she said calmly, offering the glasses 
to Jack. 

He nearly snatched them out of 
her hand. 

“It is, I’m sure,” he said. “He's 
going fast, too. He knows how to 
ski.” 

“And he said he couldn’t,” re¬ 
membered Robin. “The place 
seems full of people who say they 
can't ski when they can. I expect 
we shall see Dad shooting down 
next. Jack.”. 

Jack was not listening. ITe was 
straining his eyes as he pressed the 
field-glasses to them, following 
Ritter as far as he could. When 
the man at last disappeared round 
a bend in the path he put the 
glasses down. 

“He was carrying something,” 
he said. “ I can’t swear to it”—■ 
he spoke slowly—“but I think it 
was the black attache case.” 

To be continued 
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3 AFfiHAWISTAN anJ PRICE LIST FREE 
to everyone ordering one ol the following 
all different 

COUNTRY COLLECTIONS 


10 diff 


Albania 

1/3 

Gold Coast 

1/- 

Latvia 

1 /- 

25 diff 


Bulgaria 

9d. 

Croatia 

1 /- 

Gwalior 

2/6 

Iceland 

3/3 

Israel 

4/3 

Liixtinbourgl/6 

Siam 

1/9 

Uruguay 

1/- 


50 cliff. ) 100 diff. 

Ai'gcutiua 1/OCanoda 6/6 
Australia 2/-'Czecli. I /6 
Brazil l/eGcrmany 1/- 
Ecuador 4/-!irolland 1/6 
Egypt 2/3lIuugary .1/2 
Fr. Cols. 1/6 Japan 1/6 
Jfcxico 2/6 X.ZraiandlO/- 
S. Africa 2/6 N'orway 3/- 
Vaticaii 4/6 Sweden 2/3 


5,000 diff. 
,lVhoIcWorld.-£6 


200 cliff, i 500 cliff. 

Belgium 3 / 6 'Austria 21/- 
iChinn 2/6 Germany lOf- 
iFranco 2/9 Hnngary 0/* 
Russia 15/- .Italy 25/* 


Br.Enip.200,3;3;300.7/-;500,l4/-;l.COO,45/- 
Footage 21d. extra. Cash ■with order, picas:. 

BATTSTAMPS (AD, 

5 Home Bd.. Battersea, IiOndon, S-W.!! 


New & Free 

FLYING - SQUAD 
stamp album v.ith 
stiff cover and 

spaces for postage 
stamps of tl’.e 

WORLD.. Holds 
over a 'thousand 
stamps, fully illus¬ 
trated on each 
Indexed and with 

useful information 
and containing 64 pages. A 
most useful addition to j-our 
hobby. Send today for this 
unique book and enclose 6 d. 
for postage and packing, requesting 
Approvals. 

Lisburn & Townsend, Ltd. (CN), 
West Kirby, ’^'irral. 



1 ,000 STAMPS 7/6 

ALL DirFEEENT. NO GT. BRITAIN 
500, 3/6; 250, 1/9; loo, lod. 

Br. Empire; 100. 1/6; 200, 3/6; 300. 7/3; 
500, 15/6. Triangulars: 10, 1/6; 25, 4/6; 
50. 10/-; 100,30/.. Ely. Euslnes: 15, 1/6; 
25. 2/6; 50, 5/6. Maps: 10, 1/6; 25,2/9. 

Ships: 10, 1/3; 25. 2/6. 

All current British Colonial mint stamps in 
stock, including Coronation stamps and all 
new Elizabethan Issues. ’ Lists on roquest. 
S. TATLOW & SONS, Eckington, Sheffield 


STAMPS ON APPROVAL 

\Vc have three ranges of Approvals. 

1. Br. Cols, (many MINT inclufling 
LATEST ISSUES). 

2. GREAT BRITAIN. • • 

3. U.S.A. 

Send for 'selections' of the countries whieli 
interest YOU! BBOMPT and I>"DIVIBirAL 
attention, and, remc?nbcr^n’o send POST 
FREE! 

BENNETT (C), 

44 Darrel Road, RETFORD, Notts. 


FREE 


CORONATIOWS AND 
Q.E. II ISSUES 

Send inuncdhdf'ly for my 50% cliscovint 
Approvals and receive absoltitely free 
now issues from GIBRALTAR anvl 
BARBADOS aa well as Coronation 
stamps from AUSTRALIA and SOUTH 
AFRICA. In addition, the first 250 
appUcants will receive 50 assorted stamps. 
Postage appreciated, 

M. THEOBALD (CN33), * 

6 Dell Corner, West Dra yton, Mdclx . 

‘ TAKE YOUR CHOICE GIFT SCHEME ’ 

ABSOLUTELY FREE, either 

Our Very colourful “Nature Set”— including 
stamps showing butterflies, beeiles. animals, 
tlowors, and other interesting wild lifo scenes, 

or 

A complete set of giant GERMAN stamps 
together’ with particulars of many other free 
gifts. To all collectors requesting our 
Approvals, stating choice of gift, and 
enclosing 3cl. postage to ; 

THE DAVMAR STAMP CO., 

88 Margaret Rd.. East Barnet, Herts. 


FREE! 


_N. Z. HEALTH SET 

These three latest stamps will be 
sent ABSOLUTELY FREE to all 
requesting our Approvals and 
enclosing 2^d. postage. JT'n’te now 
for this ivonderfiil offer! 

J. COHDON (Dept CN2), 

18 ORMOND AVE., HAMPTON, MIDDX. 


JOm OUR STAMP CLUB 

and you will receive n 

BEAUTIFUL SET OF STAMPS FREE 
every month.. Also a lovely badge. 
Join today. 6 ?>Ioiitbs* membership. 1/- 

GLOBE STAMPS 

7 NORTHGATE, BECCLES 


■^r'k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-kic-k'kirkic^ 

t RARE * 

PRUSSIAN SETj 

t ”1“ i 

Greenland* 

New Coronations, 
Olympic Games, ’A’ 
U.P.Us, Jubilees, 
U.S.A., Victories,"jlr 
and many othcr’^^f 
bpleudid r'nr'F'^ 


^SCARCE 

★ 

■k 
-A 

$ 

•k 

★ " - -«■ ^ bpieuQia pjiprij; 

•A*stamps, inch Latest Queen Issues I JtLL'y 
^to every applicant for our W orld Famous y 
^Discount Approvals sending 3d. postage 1 ^ 

★ for FKEE GIFT. ' J 

i COVSTAMPCO (CN), i 
^190 BBOOKSIDE AVENUE, COVEOTRY-jp 

A-k-k'k-k-k-k-k-k;k'k-k-k-kirkirk-k'kie 
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BOOKS that MAKE things! 

Medallion Puppet Books make— 
Theatres, Scenery, 
working Puppets—all 
in vivid colours; 
^Story, Script, 
Stage Direc- 
itions,etc.—for 

PUNCH&JUDY, 
ROBINSON 

' CRUSOE, 
ALADDIN, ' 
VARIETY 

THEATRE, 
CINDERELLA. 
RUSTLERS OF 
'ROCKY RANCH, 3/- «ach 
Medallion. Tableau Book makes wonderful 
moving Panorama of NOAH & THE ARK ; 
brilliant colours, 3, G« 

Medallion Cutout Books make bright 
colour models—Pirate Galleon, Bus, Steam¬ 
roller, Windmill,-Pram, Theatre, 3/8 each. 
From Bookshops, Stores, or 3(K extra {state 
2nd choice) from Dept. CNI4 

MEDALLION PRESS LTD 
1 Fulwood Place, High Holborn London WC1 




GIBBONS’ 
SIMPLIFIED 
WHOLE WORLD 
CATALOGUE 
1840-1954 

ONLY 19^8 

Postag^e Included. 

The 1.532 pages, rtnd 

_ _ 11,500 illustrations OS’ 

thU massive volumo combiuo to give boys and 
girls tlio finest entertainment and educational 
value of the year. Send today and ask for 
cuniplcto lists of stamps and accessories to: 

H. H. G. VORLEY 

Catalogue Department, 

35 New Ox ford Street, London, W.C.I 

GIRLS! SUPERJUNIOR 
SEWING 
MACHINE 
THAT 
REALLY 
SEWS 

Hake 
Doll’s 
Clothes^ 

—also ex¬ 
cellent 

t'orseam. \ES ^‘— 
ing and Bitroain price pd. 

plain sewing. A real sewing machine 
wliich any girl will bo proud to posffcss. 
Sirongly built. Clamps to table ^Yith perfect 
siiftty. All moving parts are pro¬ 
tected. Takes largesizeCotton ReeliUicl 
A'o. 1 Kinsor Family ncidle. Can only be ob¬ 
tained iu ibU country from us. Order ^’ow, 
Falrtalle Mail Order Co. C.N. Weybrldge, Surrey 



200 STAMPS FREE 

to all applicants for our discount 
Approvals. Write now. 
Return postage appreciated 

P. OWEN (CN 119) 

“Bayona,” Ileveonis Avenue, 
GREENBACK, NORTHWIOI, CUESIIIRE 


CIGARETTE CARDS 

Scud 4d. for CATALOGUE of over 1,000 
series. ALBUMS to hold 200 cards 1/9 
100 different cards 2/9 post free. 

CHEESE LABELS 

25 different 1/9; 50. 3/-; 75, S/*; 
100, 7/-; 200, 15/-. 

16 page catalogue for 1/3 post free. 

E.H.W. Ltd. (Dept. “C ”), 

42 Victoria Street, London, S.W.I 


-A PiEV,- 


BOX OF MAGIC! 

A complete Box of Tricks suitable 
for all ages. 

Price 5/- Post Free. Send for List. 
BOI/TRICKS 

67 BAYIIAM STREET, LOXDON, N.W.l 



MARVEL OF A GIANT 
SUN THAT BLAZES UP 

By the C N Astronomer 


^iiERE arc a number of stars in 
the heavens which blaze up 
periodically, but most of them are 
so very far away that they are 
too faint to be noticed by the 
naked eye. 

But there are a few that may 
be seen, the most spectacular 
being Mira, the “Wonderful,” so 
called since it was the first to be 
observed—in 1596. 

In those days little was known 
about the differences in stars; they 
all appeared fixed, and their light 
continued relatively the same—■ 
except this one, which was indeed 
“wonderful” because it appeared 


MAKING A FLYING 
SAUCER 

Instructions on making a flying 
saucer are given in the Aero- 
modeller Annual 1953 (Model 
Aeronautical Press, 10s). 

Some technical skill is needed 
in constructing it, as in the case of 
all the aircraft pictured and 
described in the book. But the 
problems involved are pleasant 
relaxation for those who spend 
their spare time in making tlicse 
ingenious miniature planes. 

For those enthusiasts the book 
offers a fund of information on 
every aspect of their hobby; on 
letax motors, models that flap 
their wings, delta-winged planes, 
radio-control, as well as the results 
of contests held this year and last. 


YOUNG EXPLORER’S 
BOOK 

The thrilling story of 21-year-old 
Sebastian Snow's journey down the 
Amazon has already been told in 
the C N. Now it can be read 
more fully in his own words: 
My Amazon Adventure (Odhams 
Press, 15s.). 

He is an unassuming person 
with a constant eye for the funny 
side, of things. These qualities 
together with a simple style of 
writing make a vivid picture for us 
of his long, perilous journey to 
the source of the great river. 

His book would make a Christ¬ 
mas present for anyone who loves 
travel and adventure. 


RADIO WON BY 
CN READER 

'J'uE Vidor Portable Radio offered 
in C N Competition No. 38 
has been awarded to 

ALISON WILKINSON, 
Fallibroome, 

Macclesfield. 

Consolation prizes of Fountain- 
pens were won by John Barker, 
Treorchy; Christopher Bradley^ 
Portchester; Gill Brown, Wilms- 
low; David Jones, Petts Wood; 
Ruth Long, Plymouth; Derek 
Longlcy, York; John Machin, 
Sheffield; Brian Parker, Seven 
Kings; R. S. Rolfc, Islington; Alan 
Smith, Birmingham. 

The eight jumbled pictures 
were; 1. Camera. 2. Die. 3. Leo¬ 
pard. 4. Tomahawk. 5. Tea-pot. 
6 . Toad. 7. Telephone. 8 . Moth. 


to go out and then blaze up again. 
Thus it became Mira, that is, the 
miraculous. 

It is, however, none the less 
wonderful now, even after so much 
has been learned about it, and it 
still presents a problem for astro¬ 
nomers, to whom the star is gen¬ 
erally known as Omicron Ceti. 

The star appears in the 
constellation Cctus, which was de¬ 
scribed in the C N of October 24, 
the position of Mira being indi¬ 
cated by an X on the star-map of 
that issue. Mira is not at present 
visible to the naked-eye, though 
perceptible through a telescope. 

It is not until about April that 
the next blaze-up is expected, and 
then daylight will prevent it being 
seen. But in two or three years’ 
time this stupendous stellar con¬ 
flagration will come into view. 

VARYING BRILLIANCE 

Though the blaze-up is periodi¬ 
cal it is not regular in its periods 
nor in its extent, the star attaining 
a brilliance of anything from 4th 
to 2nd magnilude. Then its out¬ 
pouring of light and heat will have 
increased by some 10,000 times. 

It is the succession of outbursts 
through the centuries that makes 
Mira so wonderful; where does 
Mira find the energy, the fuel, and 
the impulse to blaze up so? 

Nearly 400 of these outbursts 
have been studied since Fabricius 
began them with the unaided eye 
in 1596. Since then the telescope 
and spectroscope, with accurate 
measuring aids, have gleaned much 
evidence about events on Mira— 
events which, when witnessed, 
happened 163 years before. So far 
away.is Mira that its light takes 
that time to reach our Earth, for 
Mira is over ten million times 
farther away than our Sun. 

The curve in the accompanying 
diagram shows that Mira's increase 



in brilliance, as the blaze-up pro¬ 
gresses, is much qhicker than its 
decline, taking about 130 days to 
flare up compared with some 200 
days to fall to somewhere about 
9th magnitude. The scale of 
magnitudes is shown on the left of 
the diagram. 

The extent and intensity of each 
outburst varies-greatly, some_,not 
rising above fourth magnitude. 
'Moreover, the interval between 
successive maxima will vary 
between 320 and 370 days. 

Mira, a vast whirling mass of 
fiery gases, is a colossal sphere of 
about 260 million miles diameter— 
some 300 times greater than our 
Sun. From this, great eruptive 
outbursts, chiefly of incandescent 
hydrogen, arc periodically emitted 
and soar upward at terrific speed 
for millions of miles' into the 
surrounding space. There it cools 
and then falls back again to gradu¬ 
ally darken the surface of Mira 
once more. G. F.. M. 
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asRMm 'ioct. 

Ota woRia ccocfr lo gentleman's 

POPULAR CUCKOO OckMWatchk 
CLQCK CARVING ALSO ladies watch ^ ® 

M w ^QSr^te 45 hoursonoCG 1 wipx]* 

"" .. 


100% I’T.nl OPTmtiii Black Forest 
clocks iu dclig'httul Yvoodland 
design, nn art in carving and 
clock making industry handed 
down fi’om father to son. Every 
i hour hear llio mil. listen also 
to tiic hoiuoJy tick-lock of the 
pendulum. No niain.spring to break, nothing 
to go wrong. Works ou bra^s chain witli 
weight. Ouarantccd. Surely is this not Iho 
grmttst b-irgain over? Only 19; 11. Tost 
1/6. No more to pay. 



THE NEW 1954 

‘FLIGHT 

LIEUTENANT’,^^ 

HANDLESS 
WATCH the rermouf^'' 

'railway 


Tho very latciib 
18 ct. Gold iTaled 
Gent’s Cocktail Watch, 
fitted with the popular 
levelled crystal glass 
that really pvtts this 
watch into a dif¬ 
ferent field from any 
other type of tvatch. 

45 hour shook resist¬ 
ing Jcver watch. Crocodile 
grained leather strap. Full 
guarantee. £3.19.6 casK 
or- 5/- deposit and 10/- 
luonihly. Also a lady’s handsome wntcli, 
Fame price. Luminous 6/6 extra. FLEE 
LIST cf otter models. 



Built for strength 
lined Willi aircral t 
shock rcsisiLiiig 
niovcmcnt. Lever 
eseapement. Anti-magnctic and re<oil click 
spring to pivveiit overwinding, llimilsojne 
eliroiue ease. Expanding bracelet 10, 6 extra, 
if required. Time shown by in volving figures. 
Sent for 5/- deposit. B.alanm lo/- luthly. 
Xigiit dbl 6/6 extra. Mirs. full guarantee. 
Cash price 79/6. Tost, eve., 1/3. 


' Past ef e. 7<(. 


A good time¬ 
keeper is e.S5cn- 

tial. These _ _ _ 

famous Railway Timcla'.epers arc guaranteed 
to givo accurate time to a minulo. Robust 
and shock-resisting, every watcli is filled 
^v^tIl _ ;i recoil click spring to prevent over¬ 
winding and ig non-magnetic and vibration 
resisting, To test the accuracy of this wateli 
send 15/11. Post 7d. NO MORE TO PAY. 
1‘lain or luminous dial. ScliJ Lialher Albert 
obtainable 2/6 extra. 


COMPLETE WITH A 

COLOURED 

y riLH and 2 OTHERS 


Not to be con¬ 
fused with Magic 
Lauirrn!?. Works 
olf dry battery. 
Film lilies : Trip 
to the Moon, 
The Circus and 
a Comedy Car¬ 
toon. All for 
the amazing 
price of 10 /- 
only, which includes bulb, 1 cobnind film'and 2 
ether White Plastic Screen, 5/- extra. 



JtMWBOY OUTFIT 

AWcoWGIRt OUTFIT 


'»w//vs nmt swim s or 'HI SHERIFF 

$A0C£ FRFB IoVk* 

Tliis is a two-tone Siu'dclte prainrcl like 
KatUcr C'MWhuy Sheviff’s outfit consisting 
Y '/! bob'i-o, trous«'r chaps, hat, cuffs, holster, 

I i i'Ia nockvi’ciiicf. spur*', h'viat ur Complete 
V-i Cowgirl ’Outfit. Aiiraciively metalled, 
a Be llie Jiigliest rank iti your district. 

Suitable for buys and gir!.'> used 4-12 years. 

attAttD HEAVY DUTY IMILLIOHPAIRS miOHEHS 

CLEATED RUBBER ARMY GREY 

WELLINCTDKS 5 pairs MIHUMJS 5mtfv\ 

19'11S8'11 ' 


ELECTRIC 

SHAVER 

RetSuced 
from 
70 - to 


Dd Luxe Twin Head 



Post, etc. 1/ 

A.C. 200/250, 

&l3oll0/14av. A 
complete faitor' 
stock of the famous 
DolAiscLlcetricShavc 
reduced from 70/- to 29/6. 
Automatic Balf'Siiariicning 
blade, DraslicallyrcdueedosYins. 
to liquidation offer. Safe, easy, no 
soap or brush, n'lailrr. of minutes 
perfect diavc. Limiied stock with' 
manufacturir's written gfiarauloc. 


tmemi 



Give your 
child a ^ ., 

GOOD Coat 

For treacherous 
weather v/e can 
rreomraend this 
school tiyinch cofi-t 
A S'.d: built for style, double 
avavnuii, comfort, breasted, proofed 
flumblli.y.oahnrd 

school outfitter's stock bought 
cash enables us to offer llioni at half 
usual price. Sent for 5/* and 5/- 
inonthly. CASh price 39/11. Slat’s 
22 to 24, 6i/.c.s 26 to 32. 5/- extra. 
34 to 42. 10/- e.vtra. FREE LISTS. 
Send for rRED LISTS of Cuckoo Clocks. Binoculars, Telescopes, Tents, 
Watches, Suiting Patterns, etc. TBRMS. State I*ists required. 
HEADQUARTER & GENERAL SUPPLIES, LTD. (Dept. CN/41), 196-200 Cold- 
Marbour Lane, Loughborough Junction, London, S.E.5. Open all aat. 1 p.ni, ijcj. 


I’ricod cverywhoro at Post 
23/11,our first stock 
5,000 pairs wo 
are offi'i-ing at 
19/11. I'UTO 
hard-wcariug 
rubber ;iiid 
really wati-rproof, wil h reinfon’* d 
uppers and heavy cleats. Sizes 
3 lo 12 ouly. Fur uso wlih 
tbc-.NC ' bool.s. Long Warm 
Socks, 3/9 a pair. I'ost M. 


wear. Warm mis- 
luro.soeU.'S. Greatest 
$o:k bargain ever. 
10 Pairs 17/6. 
I'o-st, etc. 1/9. 



SCOTTISH MADE KILTS 

in Clan T.irtaiis- The ideal present, cclourful 
and lasting. But let it bo a rc.al Kilt, made 
by experts, f^eiul/stamp, addrcft-srd envelope 
giving as many di’tail.'S as possible. Give 
height if for a lady or gcuthman and age 
and height if f<)i* children, and wo shall send 
im e.vtimaie. We arc expert and cxpirionced 
Kilt makers and guaraiitco a i« rfi et production. 
ehTf.seo* rcHilrra shouhl .Air Mail us, 

J. MacDAVID & SON, 

KILT MAKERS, CREETOWN, SCOTLAND 


MATCH-BOX LABELS 

and 

CHEESE LABELS 

On Approval, partkulars.stamp. 

CIGARETTE CARDS 

List, 1,700 different sets, 6d, post fret. 

Mrs. M. B. SMITH, 

11 Old Bond Street, London, W.l. 


CHEMISTRY APPARATUS 

Send 2^d. stamp for 

COMPLETE PRICE LIST 



DCf^iy (Scisntific Dept. C.N.) 

DClin 60 HIGH STREET, 
Stoke Newington, London, N.I6 


Send 4d. for Xmas Cotoured Catalogue 

REAL RADIO 

De Luxe CRYSTAL SET 
Without Earphones Ort / 

I Including Earphones^^ 

REAL RADIO RECEPTION 
—NOT A TOY, Earjdioncs arc essen¬ 
tial. Ideal lor Bedroom.'?, Invalid.?, 
Trivate I.i.steiiin 
etc. 


imtC filkroscepe 


20 '- 




NO 


nadio-miiuletl bovi 

ELECTRICITY, NO 


U 

• For all students 
school work. 

Enlarges up to 
50 times. 

• Rack 
pinion foensiu 

!• Complete with 


and 



slides— Tost ,1 r7.j7. 
specimen H-orC.o.b. 
tox. 

► Forceps and full 
isfructions. 

SU/ X- 3^ X 2l'> 


I I rk I b' ■ • I , U I 

■\Voiks anywhere. I 
llakelitc cii'C. 4" x 2'^ x Plus ’ 

1/6 post and pk". C.O.D. 1/- extra.! 

veryon^? GONjiieipjo 
OETQ /■€( 4 Post Sc rke.: 

OE I O uy I S 1/6 or C.O.D. 

Cont.'iin'} au as.sortmont of 12|» 

XinCKS — Complete instriictioDs.| ’ 

SUITABLE FOR ALL AOBsl 
LAIiGEli PIZES.nianv more tricks j 
15/3 anil 18,6. I'or.t 1/6 or C.O.D.* 

MONTROSE PRODUCTS [oopt. CNP28), 623/7 Holloway Eoaa, London, N.19 
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VIEWPOINT 

'J’he photographer had been a 
very long time focusing his 
camera when his sitter suddenly 
burst out; “Oh, I can’t wait any 
longer.” 

“Don’t go,” pleaded the photo¬ 
grapher. “I’ve got it just right 
now. Come and have a look!” 

At loggerheads 

Quarters in ancient sailing ships 
were very cramped, and on 
long voyages seamen often 
became quarrelsome. They would 
find handy weapons in the long 
iron loggerheads which, when 
heated, were uspd for melting 
pitch into the seams of the vessel.' 
Hence to be “at loggerheads” 
means to be in a state of disagree¬ 
ment. 


Double meaning 

The t',\o missing words are 
similarly pronounced but have 
different meanings. Can you find 
them? 

“ Qur outing will be held in 
■ May.” 

All members of the-were told. 

“The scenery is then superb, 

As flowers that - the fields 

unfold.” 

‘Pim 


IN GOOD TIME 

gAiD an Irish doctor to a patient 
complaining of pains in the 
back; ■:Take one of these pills a 
quarter of an hour before you feel 
the pains coming on.” 





FAMILIAR TREES 
g^HE yew thrives on a chalk soil. 

Young trees take a pyramidal 
form, but with advancing age 
become rounded or flattened. 

Consider- 
ing the stout¬ 
ness of the 
twisted red- 
brown trunk, 
the yew is a 
low tree, sel¬ 
dom topping 
50 feet and with a spread occasion¬ 
ally greater than its height. The 
bark is very thin and flakes off 
easily. The narrow, shiny, dark 
evergreen leaves are about three- 
quarters of an inch long and 
of leathery texture. They are 
arranged in two neat rows along 
the twigs. 

Yew trees are particularly slow 
growers, but live to a great age— 
over 3000 y'ears irt some cases. 
The wood is very hard and of a 
deep orange-brown colour. Furni¬ 
ture made from it is immune from 
attack by insects. Unlike most 
hard woods, it is extremely flex¬ 
ible, and was used for making long 
bows in olden days. 



BEDTIME CORNER 


Billy was in a 

giLLY was playing in Jean’s 
garden when a sudden 
shower sent them both racing 
into the house. 

They played syidoors for 
some time and then switched 
on the radio to listen to 
Children’s Hour. They did not 
want to miss their serial. 

Within a few minutes Jean 
slipped out of the room and 
returned with some sewing. 

Billy grinned. “I can’t 
imagine what you see in sew¬ 
ing,” he said. “You're always 
doing it. You should be an 
expert now.” 

When the serial had finished 
Billy got up to go. “I mustn’t 
be late for tea,” he said. 

But as he hurried out of the 
front door he caught his sleeve 
on the latch and rip! went the 
sleeve. . 

“That’s torn it!” said Difly. 

Jean did not waste time 
talking but cot her needle and 
thread. In no time she had 
made a neat repair that was 
hardly visible. 


tearing hurry 

“ Now do you see anything in 
sewing?” she asked with a mis¬ 
chievous smile. 

“I do,” said Billy, “And in 
future I’ll call you Miss Sew 
and Sew!” 


Travel through the ages 

Jn great great granddad’s day, 
of course, 

Folk travelled round by coach 
and horse. 

Till thanks to man's inventive 
brain 

The horse was ousted by the 
train. 

The train was followed by the 
car 

And both remain with us so 
far. 

Next came the conquest of the 
air. 

And aeroplanes were every¬ 
where. 

Today we travel faster yet. 

This is the age of speed by jet. 

Which leaves one wondering 
just how soon, 

VVe’ll go by rocket to the 

Moon! 


Pick-a- 


back at 


the zoo 


Only a kitten 
would have the 
iinpndence to get 
onto a kid’s-hack 
and expect to he 
taken for . a ride. 
A picture from 
Chessingtoii Zoo, 
Surrey. 


3D PUZZLE 

Each of the blanks can be filled 
with onward which begins with the 
letter d. Can you complete each 
sentence? 

J^VERGREEN trees are those which 
bear leaves throughout the 

year. Other kinds arc termed-. 

Each Spring they put forth green 

buds,- the countryside with a 

mantle of green. In the autumn 
the leaves change colour, and 
most of them eventually-off. 

• do.!p 
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Record record 
is claimed to be the 
world’s smallest gramophone 
plays records only a little over 
three inches in diameter, and can 
be contained in a half-pound 
chocolate box. 

The gramophone is driven by 
torch batteries, and the playing' 
time, for each record is about one 
minute. 

Postman’s problem 

'J'he postman delivered this greet¬ 
ing card correctly. Can you 
decipher the address? 



On these days . . . 

St. Ccctf-iA’s Day, November 22, 
is celebrated by the perform¬ 
ance of special music. 

Beautiful, blind Cecilia lived 
during the days of Alexander 
Severus, the pagan Emperor of 
Rome. She was a remarkable 
musician who became a Christian, 
and it is told that she received 
many visits from the angel Timo- 
theus while playing on the organ 
she invented. 

Children used to dress up on 
St. Clement's Day (November 23), 
though this is no longer the 
custom. St. Clement, a tanner 
who lived during the first century 
after Christ, is still claimed by 
both blacksmiths and tanners as 
their patron. 

Coimlries in hiding 

Can you find the names of 
the countries hidden in these 
sentences? 

we denied touching the book 
in her case, she decided she 
must have moved it herself. 

As I am going your way, let me 
help you to carry that heavy 
bas.kct. 

I have told Roger many times 
not to leave his toys about the 
house. 

1 think ril make a tart with the 
pot of jam Eric and Elsie brought 
me. 

“I hope,” said our teacher, 
“that you are all returning to your 
studies with new zeal and vigour- 

Answer .next week 
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READY-MADE FUN FOR JACKO 



Mother had taken her youngsters to the tailor’s. She was telling the tailor 
her wants when tlicy heard sounds of merriment from Jacko and Co. They 
soon discovered the reason. The mischievous three were enjoying an outsize 
of fun in clothes far too hig for them. 


FARMER GRAY EXPLAINS 

Intelligent Birds. In the 
orchard a large stone littered with 
broken snail-shells marked the 
spot where a thrush had frequently 
dined. 

“It is a thrush’s anvil,” Farmer 
Gray told Ann. “I am afraid 
Master Thrush will not'find snails 
easily now. They hibernate when 
winter arrives.” 

“It is clever of thrushes to 
know how to break the shells,” 
remarked,Ann. 

“Yes indeed,” agreed the 
farmer. “Other birds occasionally 
make use of a stone, but thrushes, 
of course, are noted for it. Crows 
also display great guile. They will 
carry mussels aloft, and drop 
them on rocks or stones to break 
the shells.” 


Jump to it! 

P'rom the centre of a pool. 
Exactly six feet wide. 

Master Froggy makes a jump; 

He wants to reach the side. 

He covers half the distance left. 
With each fresh jump he makes. 
How many leaps to reach the bank 
Would you think Froggy takes? 
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LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS 



CURL-UP DOLLS WIGS 

Will Plait, 
Curl, Brush, 
Comb and 
Perm in your 
own style. 

For size mea¬ 
sure circum¬ 
ference round 
the head just 
above thecyes. 




WIG PRICES 


32" 

.. .. 5/- 

16' .. .. 

.. 6/- 


.. .. 5/6 

18* .. .. 

..6/6 


Post & Packing 6d. 


GIVE YOUR DOLLY 
AREALROME PERM 

With a Curl- 
u p Home 
perm outfit, 
in your ovvn 
home— 

JUST LIKE 
MUhniY’S 

PRICE 2 " Plus 6d. Post & Packin '4 



CONTENTS OF OUTFIT 
Curl-up Dolly Shampoo* CurUup Dolly 
Curlers. Curl-up Dolly Rinse. Curl-up 
Hair Fins. Curl-up Setting Lotion. Curl-up 
End Tissues. Silk Hair Net. 




IT’S NEW ^ROLL-A-DOLU SKATES for a DOLL 

The very latest novelty. Metal Skates yi 1 plus td. 
with adjusting screws to fit any size doll. Post & Packing. 

CURL-UP DOLLS’ PERM CO. (CN) 

. 7 CH AR LEVIL LE ROAD, LONDON, W.14. _: 

illCTR0-PlATIN6v^-k •> 

^ *y>fhfhe 

Just think what you can do with this 
wonderful Kit! In a matter of minutes 
you can apply a bright and long-lasting 
electo-plated finish to lamp reflectors, 
cycle parts, metal parts for model 
constructions, cutlery, orna¬ 
ments, taps, and dozens of 
other metal articles. 
Simple to use it does a 
really First-Class job be¬ 
cause it is made by Electro- 
Plating Experts. Get a kit 
and begin your plating right away. An ideal 
Xmas Gift for Boy or Girl. Post your order to 
us now or send S. A. E. for Leaflet. 


Stocked by Hobbles, 
Carnages and Leading 
Stores. 

The Kit contains, Plating 
Salts, Polish, Anodes, Elec¬ 
tric Battery, etc., with Full 
Instructions. 



LIVE R PL ATI MG Co. 

vKIRKBY TRADINC ESTATE 


Depf. 17 









































































































